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CLARENCE O. WHEELER 


GREETINGS 


It gives me great pleasure to extend greetings to the residents 
of the Borough of Ridley Park and their relatives and friends 
on the occasion of our 75th Anniversary celebration. It was my 
‘privilege to serve on the committee which prepared the history 
of the Borough for the 50th Anniversary. My particular assign- 
ment at that time was the history of our churches. The expan- 
sion and development in building, congregations and parishes 
since then are indeed notable. 


In fact, there have been many changes in our community dur- 
ing the past several years, some good and some unfortunate. 
This, 1t seems to me, is inevitable. The situation is not unique, 
as I find from talking with other Mayors in the county and 
elected officials in the area. There are many problems which 
seem to be unsolvable. 


One hopeful sign is the realization that some of these problems 
may be attacked better on a regional basis. Much progress has 
been made already in sewage, rubbish and garbage disposal and 
police protection. The next development will come probably in 
an attempt to solve the vexatious question of air pollution, which 
is regional rather than local in nature. Through my contacts 
with Penjerdel, a research organization, and the Regional Con- 
ference of Elected Officials, an implemental body, I hope to be 
able to serve you better as your Mayor. 


I take this opportunity to extend thanks to Mr. Kenneth P. 
Galloway, Chairman of the 75th Anniversary Committee and 
all those whom he has enlisted to bring our celebration to a 
successful conclusion. I should like to mention, too, the very 
helpful cooperation of the Ridley Park Businessmen’s Associa- 
tion and all the other organizations whose members have con- 
tributed. 


CLARENCE O. WHEELER 
Mayor 


COMPLIERS’ ACKNOWLEDGMENT 


lt is with pleasure that we acknowledge the assistance given to us in the 
preparation of this souvenir booklet and history. All to whom we have turned for 
articles, pictures or reminiscences have been exceedingly kind and generous of their 
time. Many came forward and offered information. We are also greatly indebted to 
those who at various times in the past have prepared short histories and notes of 
things that took place; these we have used for checking and for reference. Our special 
thanks go to Mr. William S. Stull, the Borough Secretary, for his excellent cooperation. 


He is responsible for the advertisements that helped make this booklet possible. 


PAUL L. FETZER 
NORMAN L. MOCHEL 
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Decoration * History of Ridley Park 
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Square Dance 
Ridley Park Businessmen’s Association 
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A Short Popular History of Ridley Park, Penna. 
by 
PAUL L. FETZER AND NORMAN L. MOCHEL 


On the occasion of the Seventy-Fifth Anniversary Celebration of the 
Granting of the Charter incorporating Ridley Park as a Borough. 


During this Fall season of this year of 1962, the citizens of the 
Borough of Ridley Park are celebrating their Seventy-fifth Anniversary 
as a Borough. We are sure that they are joined in this happy occasion by 
many past citizens of the Borough, and by their many friends, from both 
nearby and from far away. It was 75 years ago, in the year of 1887, that 
a group of local residents, under the able leadership of a Mr. Henry F. 
Kenney, secured the consent of the local landowners in this section of 
Ridley Township, and applied to the Quarter Sessions Court for a charter, 
which charter was granted on Monday, December 12, 1887. Ridley Park 
had become a Borough, a place on the map in its own right. 


Just a few months before, on July 20, 1887, our Nation had en- 
gaged in the celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of the American 
Constitution. Just one year earlier, the Statue of Liberty had been un- 
veiled in New York harbor, again proclaiming Liberty to the world. There 
were then but 38 states in the Union of States. Our 22nd President, the 
Honorable Grover Cleveland, was midway through his first term in 
Washington. And it is most interesting to note in passing, that in that 
same month of December, 1887 when Ridley Park became a Borough, 
President Cleveland was pointing out in a special message to Congress 
that the increasing surplus showed that the scale of taxation was excessive, 
and recommended sweeping reductions in the import tariffs. History does 
repeat itself in many ways. 

Now, it is intended that this article shall be a popular, easy-to-read, 
short history of Ridley Park. We will endeavor to avoid anachronisms. 
In order to tell our story in what we hope will be an interesting way, we 
may refer to events that are questioned by some historians, though stoutly 
defended by others. We will attempt to use some logic in our explanations. 
We know that we will leave out many things that some of our older 
friends will feel should have been included. We trust that our story will 
be of interest to those hosts of people who have reached here by travel or 
by birth in these recent years. And to those who would desire greater 
detail, and possibly more complete coverage, there are a number of publi- 
cations available, and we will list in an appendix some of these for 
reference. | 

Whether the historian be a professional, or the very rankest of 
amateurs, he must always face a most immediate problem or question,— 
to tell his story, where should he start, just how far back should he go? 
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Our late friend, William H. Stanton, on one occasion introduced the early 
history of Ridley Park in this rather interesting way : 


“Silence: The silence of the great forest that covered all of South- 
eastern Pennsylvania broken only by the song of birds and the chatter and 
growl of wild animals. No black smoke, no steam, no mechanical noise, 
no rattle, no bang. Not a wire, not a pipe, nor a board nor a wheel. 


“Great trees covered the land; some were evergreen. There were 
particularly fine hemlocks ; generally the trees were deciduous. There were 
many dead trunks without bark or branches; and on the ground, prostrate 
trunks and long mounds of brown mould; these fallen trees were banked 
on each side by dead leaves. Where the trees had been uprooted by storms, 
they left a depression filled with leaves and a mound of earth often covered 
with stones ; these mounds existed long after the trees disappeared. Young 
trees or underbrush grew where there was sufficient sunlight, and a tangle 
of vines over them made it almost impossible to cross the country except 
by the paths and trails. 


‘There were no roads, only paths by wild animals in search of food 
and water, and trails made by the Indians who straightened and connected 
the animal paths.” 


If we can place ourselves under the spell of Mr. Stanton’s words, 
we can almost see the red man, the American Indians, hunting and fishing 
in the then forests and streams, and almost smell the burning wood of his 
campfires. 


If we were so inclined, we could devote much time and space to 
those who were here first. Some would find it, no doubt, quite fascinating. 
We are indebted to the early Moravian and Jesuit missionaries for much 
that we have regarding the Indians in these parts. 


That large area of land from the Great Lakes and the Saint 
Lawrence to the North, to the Chesapeake and Potomac to the South, was 
largely occupied by two great families, the Algonquians and the Iroquois. 
More immediately in our district were the Mengwe and the Lenni Lenape 
tribes, who liked to call themselves the ‘‘original people.” When William 
Penn came to the Delaware Valley, his dealings were with the Delawares 
and the Shawanese Indians. Following the end of the so-called French 
and Indian Wars, 1754-1760, the Indians had more or less left for the 
West, and were not heard of around these parts again. 


THE COMING OF THE EUROPEANS 


We would now attempt with a few bold strokes of the brush to 
paint a general background picture, which we believe will help to explain 
things to come, or at least allow us to appreciate the complexity of lands, 
peoples, and cultures, as Ridley Park eventually emerged as a Borough. 
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It is generally believed that the first vessel to enter Delaware Bay 
was the 80-ton ‘Half Moon,” commanded by Henry Hudson, a British 
explorer, but then operating under the Dutch flag, and in the employ of 
the Dutch East India Company. The log-ook of Robert Jeweit, ihe mate 
of the ship, records that “shout noon on Friday, August 28, 1609, a warm 
clear day, we found the land to trend away to the N.W. with a great bay 
and river.” Captain Hudson did not venture far into these waters, we are 
told, apparently because of the uncertainty as to the depth of the water, 
and the safety of his ship. 

Captain Hudson, of course, then ventured northward and in that 
same year entered into what ‘s now New York harbor, and there dis- 
covered the great river that now bears his name. He called it the North 
River, hence it is not surprising that the name of South River was applied 
to that great river that he had seen earlier to the south. 


On August 27, 1610, a Captain Samuel Argall, out of Jamestown, 
of ihe Virginia colony, sailed into the southern bay, stayed but a few 
hours, and in honor of Thomas West, Lord De La Warr, recently arrived 


from England to become Governor of Virginia, he named it Delaware Bay. 


It would appear that as a result of Captain Hudson's reports, ihe 
Dutch sent over some five vessels to Manhattan or New Amsterdam and 
the North River country, sometime before 1614. There is ihe interesting 
story that one of these vessels was burned, and that her captain, Adrian 
Block, built a yacht of 16 tons, AA feet long, 112 feet wide, to take her 
place. This vessel, named “Onrust” (Unrest) was first so far as ship- 
building was to develop in these United States. There is some justification 
that this may have been the ship used by Cornelius Hendrickson, who ex- 
plored the great South River in 1616, as far up as the mouth of the tribu- 
tary now called the Schuylkill. If then, Captain Hendrickson and his crew 
looked to the left as they went up the Delaware, or to their right as they 
went out on the tide, they were no doubt the first white men to see those 
rising slopes of land where we now live. Of course, there were no doubt 
swamps, and many inlets, and some islands, and tangled vegetation, but 
the higher ground must have been visible to them. 


The explorations up to this time had been by the Dutch East India 
Company, organized for the purpose of finding a shorter way to the 
riches of the Orient. With the recognition that there were riches of other 
nature in the new lands discovered here, in 1621 there was organized the 
West India Company (Dutch). In 1623, the Dutch built Fort Nassau on 
the eastern side of the South River, near what is now Gloucester, N.J. 
They called the land New Netherlands. It was no doubt the first settle- 
ment on the South River. It was administered from New Amsterdam, the 
Dutch headquarters in this new land. Thus, the Dutch claimed all the lands 
from the North River to the South River. 


We must now come nearer home. In 1631, the Dutch built a fort, 
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Fort Ooplandt (Upland), on the western side of the South River, where 
the city of Chester now stands. There is reason to believe that it was at 
first merely a fort, and not a settlement in the true sense of that word. 


Our quick review must here enter a rather complicated stage, from 
about 1632 to about 1686. British, Dutch, Swedes, and ihe original In- 
dians all contended for the lands in this area. Oh, there were some others, 
but they are not so important to our present consideration. And in con- 
nection with the British, there were at least four factions involved, three 
of them with inieresting overlapping claims. 

1631 — Charles I granted to Lord Baltimove a tract of land in 
Virginia, north and east of the Potomac, and extending to the western 
-tank of the Delaware. 


1638 — Peter Minuit, discharged Duich Governor of Manhattan, 
went to Queen Christina of Sweden, and interested her in the colonization 
of the South River area. Acting for her, he purchased soil from the In- 
dians con the western side of the South River from opposite to where 
Trenton now stands, to the capes at the ocean. He built a fort and a town 
at Christina, some have recorded it as Christinaham, cn the site of an In- 
dian village called Minquas, where the now Christina and Brandywine 
join, and where the fine city of Wilmington now stands. In addition to 
the Swedish settlers, he had with him many Dutch people who had re- 
mained loyal to him. There were also Finns in the colony. Some historians 
have recorded that there were many Finns living in Sweden, that some 
were Gf a rough, lawless type, who refused the good queen’s orders to go 
home, so she solved her problem by collecting them together and shipping 
them off to her new colony. 


1641 — Colonists of English origin from Connecticut attempted 
to settle in the area of the South River, but the Dutch and Swedes joined 
hands, took them prisoners, and shipped them off to New Amsterdam. 


1643 — The third Swedish Governor of the Swedish crown colony 
in America, John Printz, arrived at New Sweden, now New Castle, Dela- 
ware on February 15, 1643. A little later, he moved up the river to Tena- 
kong (Tinicum Island) and apparently decided to make that place the 
headquarters for the Swedish interests in the South River area. He built 
a fort of hemlock logs, and named it Fort New Gothenburg. We are told 
that it was armed with four cannon. He built a residence, two stories 
high, and called it Printz Hof. Provisions were made for farming, 
orchards, gardening and the raising and care of domestic animals. With- 
out going into the detail that others have done, the standards of living 
were quite high for the period and place. He built a water-powered grist 
mill, the first in the State, on Cobbs Creek, on the King’s Highway, where 
Woodland Avenue is now. 


The Reverend John Campanius came with Governor Printz. We 
are told that he learned the Indian language, and translated Luther’s 
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Shorter Catechism into the Indian tongue. We are told that his transla- 
tion of the Lord’s Prayer, in part, was rendered ‘‘Give us this day our 
daily corn and venison.” A Lutheran Church building was erected at 


Tinicum in 1646. 


A number of homes were built. Farms stretched toward and over 
on the mainlands. Some of you may recall that last January, the Board 
of Commissicners of Tinicum Township felt that the township's histori- 
cal origin should be better known, and they authorized a change in their 
cfficial stationery to add “First Settlement of Pennsylvania, Capital of 
New Sweden, 1643-1655.” The earlier Dutch entry at Ooplandt is ex- 
plained away on the basis that it was merely a fort, and not a real settle- 
ment. 


1648 — Peter Stuyvesant, the Dutch Governor at New Amster- 
dam, entered the already complex situation on the South River. He se- 
cured rights from the Indians for lands, in the general area, “that the 
Indians had not sold to the Swedes.” 


1654 — Governor Printz had been very careful to always deal well 
and kindly with the Indians. In this year, he held a great convocation at 
Printz Hof with the Indians, and secured further promises for his Queen. 
(There are some records that John Printz returned to Sweden in 1653. 
If this be so, his son-in-law John Papegoya may have conducted the con- 
vocation referred to here. ) 


1655 — The Dutch took over everything in the area by military 
measures. 


1660-1664 —It must be remembered that the English claimed 
possession of the mainland of North America by reason of the discoveries 
of the Cabots in 1497-1498. There were English colonists to the east, 
north and south of the Dutch and Swedish settlements. Charles II came 
to the throne of England in 1660. He gave to his brother, James, Duke 
of York, the rights to what is now New York, New Jersey and Delaware. 
In 1664, an English fleet appeared off New Amsterdam, and the Dutch 
surrendered, That same year, ihe English took over Ooplandt. Quite 
naturally, this would mean that the area where Ridley Park now stands 
came under British control, despite the rather mixed nationalities living in 
the area. 


1672 — England and the States General of Holland were at war 
with each other. As part of this conflict, the new world became involved. 
In 1673, the Dutch recaptured New York (their New Amsterdam). ‘Ehe 
holding of power by the Dutch was of short duration, because in the very 
next year, the Duke of York recaptured his New York, and English rule 
was established in this area until the American Revolution. 
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THE COMING OF WILLIAM PENN 


In 1680, a most singular charatter in the person of William Penn 
enters our stage of events. He was born in London, on October 14, 1644, 
the son of an English Admiral, who was to gain fame and fortune in the 
service of Charles I]. The younger Penn came under the influence of 
Quaker leaders, and he had trouble with his father and with the times. 
He did a “‘stretch” in the Tower of London at one time. Upon the death 
of his father in 1670, he fell heir to quite a fortune. Upon release from 
the Tower, he visited in Germany, and became acquainted with many 
citizens of liberal religious views. (This no doubt explains the great num- 
ber of German settlers in Pennsylvania some years later.) In 1675, Penn 
purchased from a Quaker a large part of western New Jersey, and found 
members of this persecuted sect of Quakers so eager to seek refuge there, 
that he went to Charles II with a very interesting proposal. 


In his estate, the good Admiral Sir William Penn had left to his 
son, a claim against the British crown for 16,000 pounds, for services 
rendered io the Crown. (History says ihat the claim with interest was 
about $80,000. Today, it would be about $45,000.) William Penn ap- 
proached Charles II proposing that the debt be cancelled by the Crown’s 
granting to him certain lands in North America. This was an “easy out” 
for the king, and he granted to Penn: 

“A tract of land lying north of Maryland, on the east 
bounded by the Delaware River, on the west limited as Mary- 
land, and northward to extend as far as plantable.”’ 


Most important, he gave Penn absolute power to rule this land practically 
as he wished. 


In 1682, William Penn and a party of his followers came to the 
valley of the Delaware. We are told that he first stopped at Upland, and 
changed its name. To him and his party his coming to his new lands here, 
and touching at the first point of his lands, was a memorable event, and 
should be distinguished by some marked circumstance. There is the story 
that he turned to his friend Pearson, one of the Society who had accom- 
panied him on the good ship ‘‘Welcome,” and spoke thusly :— “Providence 
has brought us here safe. Thou hast been the companion of my perils. 
What wilt thou that I should name this placer’? Huis friend Pearson is 
reputed to have replied ‘‘Chester,” in remembrance of the city in England 
from whence he came. Penn replied, as the story goes, that the name of 
Chester should be given to the town, and he further is supposed to have 
promised that when he divided the land into counties, one of them should 
also be called by that name. Now, we know that some historians have 
thrown doubt on this conversation, but it appears to fit in with the actual 
happenings. 





Chester in England is still the county seat of Cheshire (Chester 
County). It is located 15 or 20 miles due south of the great seaport of 
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Liverpool, on the west coast of England. It nestles in a great bend of the 
River Dee. It is almost on the border of Wales. With its well-preserved 
walls, its famous “rows” or arcades, its quaint timber houses, and its fine 
cathedral, it is considered by many to be the most medieval-looking town 
in all of England. Long before AD-60, it was the Roman Camp on the 
Dee. 

William Penn was a Quaker, a man of peace, one desiring to estab- 
lish a new order of life and behavior. He promptly did three things: 


(1) He proceeded to make friends and establish peace by peaceful means. 
He had acquired a melting pot of people. Swedes, Finns, Dutch, English, 
some Welsh out at what is now Radnor, Haverford and Merion, also the 
many tribes of Indians here, and his own Quakers who had preceded him 
here. He was as anxious to meet them, as they were to meet him, their 
xew Governor, of whom they had heard so much. He went to Coaquan- 
nock, about four miles above where the Schuylkill empties into the Dela- 
ware, and effected the now famous treaty with the Indians. The treaty was 
kept. 


(2) He sent two representatives southward to talk to Lord Baltimore. 
The lack of definite boundaries between their grants, which we indicated 
earlier, worried him. They could not agree, but later, James II favored 
the Penn claims rather than those of Lord Baltimore, in effecting the final 
agreement. 


(3) He promptly went himself to New York on a duty call to James, 
Duke of York. A few years later, in 1685, upon the death of Charles I, 
the Duke returned to London to become James II. Penn thus had a 
powerful friend in the person of the Crown. (He did not fare so well 
with a later dynasty. ) 

The term “The Province” was applied to the main grant of land 
from Chester northward, over which there were no differences to speak of ; 
and the term “The Territories” was applied to those lands southwards 
over which there were differences with Lord Baltimore. The Province 
was divided into three counties, Bucks, Philadelphia and Chester. Like- 
wise, The Territories were divided into three counties, New Castle, Kent 
and Sussex. These were often referred to as “the Three Lower Counties 
on Delaware.” | 

William Penn held a great general assembly at Chester on Decem- 
ber 4, 1682. It would appear that three things took place : 

(1) An Act for the union of the Province and the Territories. 

(2) An Act of naturalization. 

(3) The setting forth of the great law or code of laws, in 
some 67 sections, embracing most of the laws agreed 
upon in England and several after suggested. 

In 1684, William Penn returned to England. He later visited here 

in 1699. j 
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B.S REGARDS RIDLEY TOWNSHIP 


At the time that Penn returned’to England, in 1684, the combined 
Province and Territories had some twenty-two townships organized. 
One must assume that Ridley was not one of these twenty-two, since there 
appears to be general acceptance that Ridley Township, as such, was 
organized 275 years ago, that is, in 1687. It is suggested that the name 
eticite ”’ was established here before that time. 


Certainly before 1876, Ashmead in writing the chapter on Dela- 
ware County in Egli’s “History of Pennsylvania,” stated the following: 


“Ridley, which was named in honor of Ridley, who died 
at the stake in 1554, originally under the government of the 
Duke of York, embraced the neck of land known as Calkoen’s 
Hook (Turkey Point), Ammasland (or Amosland), and Tint- 
cum. In 1686, Calkoen’s Point was annexed to Darby, and in 
the following year Ridley Township was organized.” 


If Ashmead was correct, that the name of Ridley was given 
originally under the government of the Duke of York, this would prob- 
ably mean between 1664 and 1682, when Penn came here with rather 
absolute powers; or we could extend this possible time to 1685, if we 
would recognize the Duke as over-lord to Penn. To us, it is rather incon- 
ceivable that the good Duke would either sponsor or approve of honoring 
Bishop Nicholas Ridley in this way, and thus perpetuating his name. 
We could readily understand that Quaker influence could so honor the 
name of Ridley. 


Ashmead also wrote “the early settlements in Ridley are more con- 
fusing than in any other locality in Delaware County owing to the fact 
that Charles Ashcom, the early surveyor of Chester County, paid little or 
no regard in laying out land to the prior Swedish, the Dutch or even the 
patents given by the Duke of York.” It is reported that in one case there 
were eighty acres more in one tract than called for by his survey. For our 
purpose, it is useless to try to untangle the surveys and land records from 
the original settlements to the present. 

There appears to be more reason for the name of Ridley in the 
story that a John Simcock, a wealthy Quaker, in whose home the Quakers 
in these parts once held their meetings, came over from England in 1682 
with William Penn, and was prominent in the early affairs of the Province. 
He is reputed to have owned 2875 acres of land in back of the Swedish 
plantations along the river front, and that he had named his home and 
farm “Ridley” after hig home in Cheshire, England. 


May we now have the indulgence of our readers, if we get ahead 
of our normal approach to our subject, and will our readers also bear with 
one of the authors in a little matter of personal experience? 


There are at least three large iron “Markers” or sign posts, there 
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may be more than three, at major highway entrances to ihe Borough, 
reading as follows: 
RIDLEY“PARK 
Named for 
A Village in Cheshire, England 
Incorporated 


1857 


It is difficult to understand the date being given as 1857, as ihe correct 
date of incorporation is 1887. We fail to find anything in the 1857. 

As to Ridley Park being named for a village in Cheshire, England, 
the signs suggest a more direct line of name application than apparently 
tock place. As will be brought out later, the “Park” part of the name 
came from the real intent of ihe founders. The “Ridley” part of the 
Borough's name certainly came from the Township of Ridley, from 
whence we and other Boroughs nearby must acknowledge our parenthood. 

The Mochels had the great privilege of visiting over a very con- 
siderable part of Scotland and England in the years 1958-1960-1961. 
They were most anxious to see this “‘village in Cheshire, England,” from 
which our Borough had drawn its name. In all three of these years, their 
schedule called for them to be in a number of places in Derbyshire, which 
adjoins Cheshire. One evening in June, 1958 we and four other Amert- 
cans were at dinner at the well-known Peacock Inn, at Rowsley, with a 
goodly group of British business friends. Mrs, Mochel asked as to Ridley 
— could we go there? But no one there knew where it was located ; and 
there were some there who were quite positive that there was no such place. 
But one fine gentleman said that he would look it up, and the next evening 
when at another fine dinner further west, and nearer Ridley, in the famous 
old health and recreation town of Buxton, he handed Mrs. Mochel a 
typed card reading as follows: 

RIDLEY, Cheshire. 


A Hamlet (i.e. not large enough to be called a village) situated 6 
miles west of Nantwich and 5 miles south of Tarporley. 


Population in 1931 was 160 but appears to be declining as the latest 
figure is 138. There are approximately 34 families and about the 
same number of houses at the present time. 


It is administered by the Nantwich Rural District Council (the smallest 
unit of local government). 


The hamlet covers an area of 1,458 acres and is mainly let out in small 
holdings. It is apparently quite old and was mentioned in 1655 as 
one of the eleven townships comprising the Parish of Bunbury. 


The nearest railway station is 314 miles away, at Beeston Castle. The 
country is reasonably flat and about 300 feet above sea level. The 
hamlet is situated at ihé junction of A49 (Liverpool-Hereford) and 
A534°(Nantwich-Holt ). 


Our schedule of business did not permit of our going io Ridley 
that year. Nor again in 1960, when our travel was well to the east of the 
area, and strict adherence to our schedule did not provide time to hunt for 
Ridley. But in 1961, our travel included a trip from Ullswater Lake up 
in the famous Lake Country to Sheffield by private car, on a Sunday, 
August 27. With the insistence of Mrs. Mochel, the splendid help of Miss 
Barbara Trueman of the Westinghouse office in London, and the kindly 
patience of our driver Reg Park of Penrith, we did on that afternoon 
visit Ridley, Cheshire, England. The 34 homes are well scattered. It is 
open farming country. We called at the nearest home to the cross-roads. 
There was a sign out front “Ridley House Farm.” We went in and had a 
most friendly visit with Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Parker, and a number of 
their children and friends. Then we visited “The Cottage’ next door, 
with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vernon, both well up in years. Then we went 
to the Ridley School. It bore the date of 1876. The schoolmaster lived in 
one half of the building, the classrooms were in the other half. We left a 
map of Ridley Park, a picture of Taylor Hospital, and a picture of the 
Presbyterian Church with them. They had never heard of Ridley Park, 
Pennsylvania. 


Ridley, then, in Cheshire, England, was and is a reality. Back in 
1655, it was a township in Chester County, not far from the city of 
Chester. Without conjecturing further, would it not be quite natural in 
the 1682 period, when Penn named the town of Upland to be Chester, and 
later formed a Chester County, that in that county there should be a town- 
ship adjoining Chester bearing the name Ridley? And the still-existent 
“Ridley House Farm” and ‘The Cottage” nearby, which we visited over 
there, do these not add much to the probability of the Simcock story? 


For nearly 100 years Ridley Township included Tinicum. There is 
something in the records that the people of the island did not see eye-to- 
eye with those on the mainland regarding costs of road building and main- 
tenance, and in 1871 the Courts at Chester ordered the separation into two 
townships. 


It should be noted here that there was as yet no Delaware County. 
These areas were still a part of Chester County, as Penn had named it. 
Chester was the county seat. In 1786, the county seat was moved to West 
Chester. Without going into the differences and causes, in 1789 Delaware 
County was formed, with Chester still the county seat, until in 1851 the 
seat of county government was moved to Media. 


Tinicum is still a township. So is Ridley, but from its original and 
rather considerable size, various sections were broken away as the Bor- 
oughs of today were formed: 


Rutledge 1887 
Ridley Park 1887 
Eddystone 1888 


10 


Sharon Hill 1890 


Norwood 1893 
Glenolden 1894 
Prospect Park 1894 
Folcroft 1922 


THE STORY AND THE INFLUENCE OF THE RAILROADS 


Our story must now shift to the railroads and their great influence 
on Ridley Park as a place. The old Philadelphia, Wilmington and Balti- 
more Railroad Company opened its lines through these parts in 1838. 
In Philadelphia, there was the Southern & Western Depot, on South Broad 
Street at Washington Avenue. The road ran westward on Washington 
Avenue and crossed the Schuylkill at Gray’s Ferry Bridge. The line from 
Gray’s Ferry to Ridley Creek presumably followed the lower country 
nearer the river. In 1871, the railroad straightened its roadway, traversing 
the range of hills from the Gray's Ferry location to Ridley Creek, in a 
move known as the “Darby Improvement.” The plans called for some 13 
stations between Philadelphia and Chester. We will refer to these later in 
our story. 


A few years later, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company de- 
cided to effect a connection from Baltimore to Philadelphia, and secured 
controlling interest in the P.W. & B., already referred to. It is rumored 
that the Pennsylvania Railroad, learning of this, and apparently desiring 
to keep the B. & O. out of Philadelphia, purchased in 1881 a controlling in- 
terest in the P.W. & B. However, the B. & O. then built an independent 
line from Baltimore to Philadelphia, the Royal Blue, more or less parellel- 
ing the P.W. & B. To complete the older picture, the Pennsylvania had 
sold its old line along the river to the Reading Company, with the stipula- 
tion that the Reading should not run passenger trains below Darby Creek. 
The freight business along the river was apparently quite profitable, and 
when World War I came along, the Pennsylvania secured a right of way 
more or less paralleling the old line. Back in 1902, the Pennsylvania con- 
solidated the P.W. & B. and the Baltimore & Potomac Railroad Company 
into a corporation, known as the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington 
Railroad Company, thus placing their services from Philadelphia to 
Washington under a single management. 


Just in passing, there are some of our people who probably do not 
know that the Baltimore & Ohio did at one time supply passenger service 
to Ridley Park. There was a Ridley Park station, just to the west of 
Swarthmore Avenue, on the north side of the two tracks. Local service 
was rendered, especially morning and evening. ‘Tis often recalled that 
there were a few persons of such influence, and nerve, that through trains 
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would stop for them at Ridley Park; and there were others with just 
enough nerve to ask for through trains to make unscheduled stops at 
Chester for them. We vouch not for the full truthfulness of these rec- 
ollections. The B.& O. eventually gave up this local service, later they 
gave up all passenger service north of Baltimore here in the East, and 
more recently one of the tracks through this section was removed. 


A most remarkable little book of but twenty-eight pages, plus nine 
pages of very interesting advertisements, made its appearance in 1875. 
It was published in Philadelphia, but neither the writer’s name nor the 
publisher’s name were shown. It was well-made, with cloth binding, and 
hand sewn. It was most attractively finished, with genuine red leather 
cover and gold printing and decorations on the cover. The title on the 
outside was given as “Suburban Homes,” but on the title page it was set 
forth as “Suburban Homes between Philadelphia and Lamokin Along the 
Line of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad.” The 
frontispiece bore the caption “Ridley Park,’ and was the same view that 
we include later in this article, showing the Ridley Park Hotel. 


The opening paragraph of this little book is well worth repeating 
here: Re 

“To go out of town ‘for a change’ has been the natural ambition of 
well-to-do citizens in all time. The patricians of Rome had their villas 
overlooking the blue Mediterranean; the cities of Greece dotted the 
shores of the Peloponnesus with the summer-houses of the wealthy 
Argives; and modern research has shown that Memphis and Thebes lined 
the banks of the Nile with suburbs of palaces and gardens. It is clear, 
then, that the motives for this movement from city to country must lie 
near the fundamental impulses of the human heart, and among them will 
undoubtedly be found that desire for rest and refreshment which in- 
stinctively seeks satisfaction in ‘country sights and country sounds,’ as 
contrasted with endless areas of wall and pavement.” 


Then followed in the little book a brief description of Philadelphia, of the 
P.W.& B. Railroad, of stations at Gray’s Ferry, 58th Street, Mount 
Moriah, Bonnaffon, and Paschall,— then somewhat lengthier descriptions 
of the towns of Darby, Sharon Hill, Glenolden, Norwood, Prospect Park, 
Ridley Park, Crum Lynne, Eddystone, Chester and Lamokin. Mans of 
the layout of the towns were included, in all cases. 


AND NOW, RIDLEY PARK 


We see fit to reproduce in its completeness what this little book 
said about Ridley Park: 
“Adjoining Prospect Park on the southwest is Ridley Park, the 
beautiful Garden City, nine and three-quarter miles from Philadelphia. 


When the new line known as the Darby Improvement of the Philadelphia, 
Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad, was built, 500 acres of land were 


te 


selected here for a landscape town, this being considared tne choicest 
location within the limits of convenient access to Philadelphia. The situa- 
tion is high, giving pleasant views in all directions. The topography is 
diversified, characterized by gently undulating hills, with valleys traversed 
by unfailing streams. The Ridley Park Association, owners of the prop- 
erty, have carried out their admirable plans in a spirit of intelligent 
liberality. The streams have been expanded into lovely lakes, with wide 
margins of beautiful shore, the common property of all residents. A park 
of about twenty acres and a cemetery of fifteen acres have been laid out 
in the most tasteful manner. The roads, avenues, and sidewalks are wide, 
thoroughly well-constructed, and shaded with trees. The Association not 
only divide the land in this generous way,— giving about one-half tne 
original purchase to public uses,— but they have planted an immense 
number and variety of trees, drained and improved the entire tract, and 
supplied artificial water-works; but further than all this, they are putting 
aside a certain percentage from sales, to create a permanent fund for 
preserving and adding to the beauties of the place. This fund can never 
be used for the introduction of water or gas, or to reduce taxes, but must 
ever remain the property of the landowners to insure the maintenance of 
roads, to provide for care of public property, and to guarantee the pros2- 
cution of further improvements. 


“Nothing in this plan has been left to chance. The sites selected for 
the town hall, the hotel, for churches, schools, stores, lumber- and coal- 
yards, etc., are those most appropriate and best suited to meet special 
requirement. All these points are connected with each other and with 
the station by roads adapted to the shape of the ground, following tne 
natural and easiest lines. These ways, and the groves, lakes, park, and 
common grounds are arranged in most beautiful sequence, leaving sites 
for fine houses in the manner of pedestals for statues, and shading with 
discreet veils the more utilitarian and prosaic features of the scene.” 


“There are two depots in Ridley Park. That at the Park Station 
proper, which is shown in our picture, is particularly noticeable for 
novelty of design as well as for architectural beauty. The building itself 
forms a shelter for the platforms of the station, and on either side there 
are covered stairways of graceful appearance, leading from the level of 
the track to that of the ground above. The interior of the depot is 
finished in natural woods, with floors and ceilings of marquetry. The 
decorations, though simple, are original and very effective. The plan of 
the rooms is also peculiar, and, while affording every convenience, is so 
arranged as to give a most charming suite of apartments. The social ex- 
change informally held here during a summer morning, while passengers 
are assembling for the frequent trains, is one of the pleasant features of 
suburban life. 

“Ridley Park Hotel, as will be seen in our frontispiece, is a large 
building of the composite order of architecture, designed by Frank 
Furness. The hotel has accommodations for one hundred guests. Its ex- 
cellent rooms, its broad piazzas from which delightful views are obtained 
of the river and surrounding scenery, and its situation in the midst of a 
charming neighborhood, make it a very desirable transient home for the 
summer. The building is supplied with water and gas, and the interests 
of the Park Association afford a guarantee as to the establishment being 
kept up in the best manner. Sr Sr 

“It will be observed that the railroad track at the depot is sunk below 
the level of the surrounding country, hiding the trains entirely from 
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general view. This is effected by a cutting into the hills which extends 
through the Park at an average depth of fourteen feet. The banks of this 
cutting are terraced and covered with sod, so that the line of the rail- 
road —usually an unsightly feature — is here partly hidden and partly so 
beautiful as to become an added attraction to the landscape. 


“At Ridley Park, and elsewhere on the line, the Railroad Company 
has made arrangements with real estate owners by terms of which, when- 
ever a dwelling-house is erected, the Company issues to the owner a free 
annual passage ticket for each $1000 such building may cost. That is, 
for a building costing $5000 a ticket will be issued for five years, or five 
tickets for one year, and so on, up to $10,000,— the limit of the agree- 
ment. The Company has similarly undertaken to transport building- 
material for dwellings at one-half the current freight rates.” 


This quotation is of a decidedly propagandist nature, but it does 
tell us quite well what was planned, and started, and why; and it does give 
us a crude measure by which we may judge how far we have departed 
from these beautiful dreams. 


When the P. W. & B. Railroad effected the already described Darby 
Improvement, it is reported that a number of officers of the Railroad 
Company decided to start a new town on the line, where many of them 
would or could live. They would arrange a passenger train schedule to 
stop fast trains and give excellent transportation services. They would lay 
out a town on their line, smaller but equal in beauty of design, planting 
and improvement to the justly admired Bryn Mawr on the “main line” of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad to the west out of Philadelphia. A committee 
consisting of Samuel M. Felton, President of the P. W. & B., and Messrs. 
Isaac Hinckle, William Sellers and Lindley Smith entered into a co-part- 
nership on May 26, 1871, and named it the Ridley Park Association. 
Locations were examined, we are told, and the lands that we now occupy 
were chosen as the site of the new town. The Association retained the 
services of a Robert Morris Copeland, a gifted landscape architect from 
Boston, to lay out the Park. Work was started in July of 1871, and 
proceeded rapidly until his death in 1873. John Smith succeeded Mr. 
Copeland and the work was continued. In 1873 there was a panic in the 
country, some have preferred to call it an industrial depression, there was 
somewhat of stagnation in the real estate market, and this served to delay 
the land development here. However, by 1880 there were 439 persons 
living in the new Park, which was fair growth from the not more than 
100, suggested by Stanton as the population in 1871. 


Now, if one were to compare directly the lay-out map of the town, 
as it appeared in the publication of 1875, with the most recently issued 
map put out by our Council, little difference would be noted in the bound- 
aries of the town, but many differences would be found as to the order, 
names and lay-out of the streets. We fear to reproduce the 1875 map, 
but we do include here the very latest map of the town. 
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In 1939 Stanton wrote that “five farms and other lands were pur- 
chased for the new town.’ He named the five farms as follows: 
The Dutton Farm *The Henderson Farm 


Phe Butk Harm The Ward Farm 
The Trainor Farm 


Whether they were farms or not, but we suppose they must have been 
farms, a study of the oldest available information would indicate the 
lands of a second Ward, a Maddock, a Free, a second Henderson, a Coach, 
a Stewart and a Horne, could all have been involved in early con- 
siderations. 

One may gain some knowledge as to the location of these farms: 
from the older maps, but more directly now, we think, from the fine old 
homesteads that graced them, some of which are still with us, and some 
of which have passed within recent years, and many of our readers will 
probably recall them. 


The Dutton House is now “Whitehall,’ the beautiful home of 
Mrs. Bassett Ferguson, at the corner of Swarthmore and Sellers Avenues. 
We have encountered one story that the very old original Dutton mansion 
was built late in the eighteenth century, but was destroyed by fire, and that 
the present building was erected on the old foundations. The present 
Dutton House was “The Manse’ for the Presbyterian Church from 1877 
to 1882, when Dr. Grier was the pastor. Stanton also recorded in 1925 
that at one time the Dutton House served as the Post Office for the Park. 
The home is a fine example of the homestead of the early prior-Park 
formation days. 


The old Burk Mansion is also still with us. It is the Nurses’ Home 
for Taylor Hospital. When they desired to increase their nursing facili- 
ties, Dr. and Mrs. Horace Furness Taylor procured this fine old house in 
1909. We will talk of the Taylor Hospital later. We are told that the 
springhouse of the Burk Farm was located on the site of John M. Bonnes’ 
home on Hinckley Avenue. 


The fine old stone house on Constitution Avenue, just off West 


Ridley Avenue, and fronting also on the Lake, and now the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Malmstrom, was the Trainor Farm homestead. 





The Trainae House and the Lake 
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The house bears the date of 1670 in stone, thus it was built before ever 
William Penn came to these parts. It is without doubt the oldest home in 
Ridley Park today, and for that reason we have reproduced a view of it, 
taken a number of years ago. In this same view, one can see the Nelson 
home, more recently the home of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Flounders, and 
now “Lakeview School,” our kindergarten school building for Ridley 
Park. The old pump house is nearby. For a goodly number of years now, 
there is a flock of ducks on the Lake at these locations, and people come 
from far and near every nice day “‘to feed the ducks.” One finds some 
wild ducks that wander in and stay with the domestic group, since they 
are assured of being fed. 


Back in 1925, Stanton had expressed the view that probably the 
oldest home in the Park was the old ‘“Wheat Sheaf Inn,” on Chester Pike, 
just west of Swarthmore Avenue, the homestead of the Ward Farm in 
1871. Also in 1938, one other student of the older days stated that this 
was the oldest home in town. We are sure that many of you will recall 
it as the residence in recent years of the Howells and later the Fatkins. 
We feel that all should regret that this old house was torn down recently 
to make room for the large apartment building now nearing completion on 
the Pike. 


We first had some difficulty with the reference made in past his- 
tories to the Henderson Farm. In 1925, Stanton especially referred to 
the big stone house on Chester Pike at McCormick Avenue, as being the 
residence of a Robert D. Henderson in 1872. The house was said to have 
been built by a William Newbold before the year 1800. Then in 1939, 
Stanton referred to the Henderson Farm homestead as being the late 
home of Harry Vanden, one time member of Council. We have concluded 
after examining the oldest maps that there were probably two Henderson 
farms included in the Ridley Park purchase, and a further Henderson 
estate across the Pike which was not included in the purchase. The sec- 
ond property fronted on Chester Pike, opposite the present Leedom School 
building, and belonged to Matthew Henderson. This would suggest the 
Henderson homestead referred to by Stanton would have been in the 
Comerford Terrace site. A Charles Henderson apparently lived in the 
large frame house now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Trefz on 
Chester Pike, but it is suggested from the general architecture of this 
home that it belonged in the early building program of Ridley Park, and 
not in the prior Ridley Park period. 


We are sure that many of our readers will recall the old Maddock 
residence in the Crum Lynne section, overlooking Chester Pike. We 
know that it was there as late as 1925. At some time, it was sacrificed in 
a general building program in that area. 


There were certainly other old homes in the area, both inside and 
out of the lands procured by the Association. The late Samuel Moore told 


17 


of his father’s farm. Benjamin E. Moore had settled here in 1865, and 
owned some 70 acres south.of Chester Pike, and there was an old stone 
homestead, in which our good friend Sam was born. Whether the Asso- 
ciation procured any of Benjamin Moore’s property or not, we cannot say. 
The oldest map would indicate “yes,” but Sam left us the story that at 
least part of the property was not sold. Also there was an old stone house 
on Fairview Road, near Chester Pike, the home of Henry Holcomb, who 
was active here in the early days, especially with the Presbyterian Church. 


There has been some guessing as to the location of the home of 
John Morton, the signer of the Declaration of Independence. He was 
born in Ridley in 1724, and the place of his birth is set aside as a State 
Park, on Lincoln Avenue, near Darby Creek, in Prospect Park. But John 
Morton is said to have built a new home in 1764, and there are those who 
like to believe that 1t was within what is now Ridley Park, and there are 
more than one who have suggested it was on East Ridley Avenue, or near 
thereto, opposite Tasker Street. 


There was much work to be done in the carrying out of the objec- 
tives in building this Ridley Park. A great deal of grading was necessary. 
There was much planting of trees and shrubs. There were streets to be 
macadamized. There were parks to be completed. A dam was built across 
Little Crum Creek, allowing a lake to form, having some twenty acres of 
water surface. A bridge over the dam breast added interest and beauty to 
the same. 


A. goodly number of homes were built in those early years. We 
could devote much time and space to them. Earlier writers have referred 
to these new homes as being very beautiful; some used the term “‘ornate”’ 
as applying to them. We could talk of many of these homes, and of those 
who built them, and of those who are living in them now. But if we were 
to talk of just some, and leave out others either by design or in error, we’ 
probably would not be forgiven by many of our good friends. May we 
therefore avoid detailed discussion,— we see much evidence that these 
homes were beautiful, and some were possibly “ornate” as we see things 
now, but they were quite in keeping with the times in which they were 
built. Most important, however, to us is the fact that these homes did 
create the town of Ridley Park, by providing the good solid people who 
lived in them. Some of these earlier homes are still with us. Some have 
been well kept, and mean much to the town and those who now live in 
them. Many have been remodeled in various ways for apartment use. 
Many have passed away with the years, and are no more. Some have not 
been so well kept, and these are certainly in the process of passing. 
Through the past 75 years, there has always been building going on in 
Ridley Park, new homes, new apartment buildings, new business places, 
and even now there is the interesting Stonewood development on the old 
Hammond tract. 
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The first train on the P. W. & B. stopped at Ridley Park on Octo- 
ber 19, 1872, with railroad officials, Association members, and representa- 
tives of the Press on board. Regular service was established in November 
of that same year. 














































































































































































































































































































Station at Ridley Park, 1875 —P.W.& B. Railroad 


We have shown a view of the famous old Ridley Park Station as it was 
in 1875, with the ornate wooden station building on the bridge over the 
tracks. There were but two tracks in those days; the four tracks came in 
1908. This famous old landmark was abandoned for use on December 22, 
1941 in favor of the present station on track level. The old station building 


was demolished March 30 to April 6, 1942 when the bridge was being 
rebuilt. 
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The Ridley Park Hotel — 1875 
The Dutton House is to the right 


We mentioned earlier that we were reproducing in this article the 
view of Ridley Park that was used for the frontispiece of the little red 
book of 1875. It is a view looking northward on Swarthmore Avenue 
from a position nearer to Chester Pike. The Ridley Park Hotel is to the 
left, and the Dutton House toward the right. 


The Park had become very popular as a summer residence for city 
families. City noises were gone, better atmosphere was here, beauty also, 
and many recreational advantages. There was baseball, at one time cricket 
games, there was swimming in summer and ice skating in winter. Anda 
little later there was a golf course. Some considered it a driving park, for 
carriages and for horse-back riding. The hotel could accommodate 100 
guests. Soon an Annex was necessary. There was a dance at the hotel 
every Saturday night. The old hotel had gone out of use sometime before 
1904, in which year it was torn down. (Our readers will recognize that 
the late Dr. Ernst built his home on this location, which is now used for 
a number of apartments. 


There was an ice house down on the lake, near the Trainor House; 
where at a proper time, ice was cut from the lake, and stored for summer 
use, and for the local ice cream maker. 


The old Pump House is still on the lakeshore. It provided water 
for the town. Local residents had organized a water company, under the 
name of the Cold Springs Water Company. Water was pumped from 
the lake to a storage tank located at the rear of the original Town Hall, 
which we will locate later. The residents had to use force pumps to fill 
the cisterns provided in their houses. 


Let us now come to the year 1887. The Park was still an integral 
part of Ridley Township, despite the formation of a community in this 
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section. The leaders of thought in the community saw advantages to ihe 
effort here in separating from the parent body, and striking out for them- 
selves. Mr. Henry F. Kenney, Superintendent of the P. W. & B. Rail- 
road, had succeeded Mr. Felton as President of the Association, in April 
of 1884. Very soon thereafter, he presented plans to the Association for 
appealing to the courts for a charter to become a Borough. 


First, there was prepared a petition which was eventually signed 
by some fifty-one persons. We are listing these in an appendix. This 
petition was addressed to The Honorable Thomas J. Clayton, President 
Judge of the Court of Quarter Sessions of Delaware County. There was 
an affidavit accompanying the petition, signed by Henry F. Kenney and 
Henry C. Keyes, to the effect that they ‘being duly sworn according to 
law depose and say that the above Petition is signed by the Petitioners 
whose names are attached thereto within three months of the third Mon- 
day of September A.D. 1887 and that the said Petition is signed by more 
than a Majority of the Freeholders resident within the limits mentioned 
in said Petition.”’ This affidavit was sworn and subscribed on ihe 17th 
day of September, 1887 before Theodore H. McCalla, the Notary Public. 


In the meantime, a W. Ward, the Attorney for the Petitioners, 
had caused to be published in the public press a notice to all concerned as 
to the intention of the Petitioners to appeal to the Courts for a Charter. 
There was an affidavit by a W. H. Bowen, the Publisher of the Chester 
Evening News to the effect that such notice of intent had been published 
in his newspaper for more than thirty days immediately preceeding the 
third Monday of September, 1887. 


On September 22, 1887 the Court, upon hearing the Petiticn 
ordered the same to be laid before the Grand Jury. The Grand Jury for 
the September Term 1887, under the foremanship of a George Drayton, 
reported favorably in the matter. And on December 12, 1887 the Court 
issued the requested Charter, and Ridley Park had become a Borough. 
The Charter read as follows: 


IN THE COURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS OF THE PE Aeis 
FOR) THE, COUN DY: OF ORLA Aik 
IN - THE MATTER OF (THE eo Pia TO, 
TOMINCORPORATE THE VILAGE On RTE Bye i 
INTO A BOROUGH 


AND NOW, Dec. 12, A.D. 1887 the Court confirms the Judgment of 
the Grand Jury and decrees that said Village of Ridley Park be incor- 
porated into a Borough in conformity with the prayer of the Petitioners; 
that the corporate style and title thereof shall be “THE BOROUGH 
OF RIDLEY PARK”; that the boundaries thereof shall be as follows, 
to wit: 
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Ais VHAd 9 RTAIN Irace.of Land SITUATE in the Township 
of Ridley the County of Delaware in the State of Pennsylvania. 


BEGINNING at the intersection of Stone Creek with the Phila- 
delphia and Chester Turnpike, thence Westwardly along said Turnpike 
to line dividing lands of Benjamin Moore and the Ridley Park Associa- 
tion; thence Southeastwardly by this division line to a point; thence 
Southwestwardly by line dividing lands of Benjamin Moore, Edward 
Stewart and the Ridley Park Association to a road; thence Westwardly 
and in a direction parallel with the Philadelphia and Chester Turnpike to 
an intersection with the line dividing lands of Robert H. Crozer, and 
William Maddock; thence Northwestwardly by said division line to the 
Philadelphia and Chester Turnpike; thence Eastwardly along said Turn- 
pike to line dividing lands of William Maddock from lands now or late 
of John B. Holland; thence Northwardly along the said division line to 
the Haverford Road; thence by said road to a road; thence Northwest- 
wardly by said road to a point in the Northern boundary line of the lands 
of The Ridley Park Association; thence Northeastwardly along the said 
boundary line to a point; thence Southeastwardly along the boundary line 
of The Ridley Park Association to a point; thence Northeastwardly along 
the boundary line of the said The Ridley Park Association to a point; 
thence Southeastwardly by the Eastern boundary line of the said The 
Ridley Park Association and lands of Edward Burke to the Turnpike 
aforesaid; thence Westwardly along the said Turnpike to place of be- 
ginning. 


AND that the annual Borough Election shall be held at Ward’s 
Store in the said Borough on the third Tuesday of February in accord 
with and subject to all the provisions of the Laws regulating Township 
Elections, and declare said Borough a separate Election and School 
District. 


Whe Court further decrees.and fixes, theirs sBiectionsitmesai¢ 
Borough for Election of the Officers provided for by Law at Ward’s 
Store Building in said Borough on the Third Tuesday of February A.D. 
1888, between the hours of seven o’clock A.M. and seven o’clock P.M. of 
said day and designates John Buchanan, W. Curtis Taylor and George W. 
Marsh as Officers of said Election. 


AND THE COURT further designates William Stewart, Con- 
stable of Ridley Township to give due notice of said Election and the 
manner thereof. And it is further ordered and decreed that the Petition 
and this Decree be recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds in and 
for the County of Delaware and State of Pennsylvania at the expense of 
the Applicants for the Charter. 


The Charter above quoted was signed with the initials T. J. C. 
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On February 3, 1888, at Ward’s Store Building, ihe folowing 
officers for the Borough were elected : 


Chief Burgess Henry F. Kenney 
Councilmen Joseph H. Ward 
Theodore E. Kremer 
John Buchannan 
Charles G. Darrach 
G. W. Marsh 
F, E. Harrison 
Assessor and Collector 
of Taxes Josiah Stone 
Constable William Stewart 
On March 5, 1888 these gentlemen met at the Ridley Park Pres- 


byterian Church for purposes of organizing the Council. Terms of office 
were agreed upon as indicatd : 


Henry F. Kenney Chief Burgess 

Joseph H. Ward Councilman for 3 years. 
Theodore E. Kremer Councilman for 3 years. 
John Buchannan Councilman for 2 years. 
Charles G. Darrach Councilman for 2 years. 
G. W. Marsh Councilman for 1 year. 
Fr, E. Harrison Councilman for 1 year. 


These officials and those elected for Assessor and Collector of Taxes, and 
for Constable, were sworn in on that same evening by J. H. Pike, Esq., 
Justice of the Peace. 


OF HIGHWAYS AND STREETS 


Some of the streets of our Borough are very old. What we now 
call Chester Pike, or U.S. Route #13, is one of the oldest in the State. 
It was first laid out in a more or less regular way in 1687, but it was in 
use in part before that date. There are those who say that it was located 
otherwise than today. There are those who feel that this or that place was 
known “to be on the Highway,” so this highway could not have been 
where it is today. We realize that even today many homesteads are said 
“to be on” such and such highway, even though one must use a lead-in 
roadway of a mile or more in length, to reach the home itself. Even as 
now, Chester Pike was known by many names, as it passed through vari- 
ous sections or towns. Parts were known as the King’s Highway, and the 
Queen’s Highway, or the Great Southern Road, or the Southern Post 
Road. Our charter calls it the Philadelphia and Chester Turnpike. Balti- 
more Pike was also known as the King’s Highway. Some have referred 
to Baltimore Pike as the King’s Highway — Upper Road, and to Chester 
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Pike as the King’s Highway — Lower Road, and this does appear to 
make sense. In 1890, this highway was procured by and improved by the 
Chester and Darby Telford Road Company. It was operated as a Toll 
Road,— there were toll gates where one stopped and paid his way to ihe 
next gate. There was one such gate near Stony Brook. Many of ihe 
citizens here today, we are sure, will recall the toll road system. The Pike 
was purchased by the State in 1921 and freed from the payment of tolls. 
In 1926, one way concrete roadways were laid on either side of the two 
trolley tracks which were set in ballast stone. These tracks were removed 
in 1935, when the trolley cars were replaced with buses. The center por- 
tion of the roadway was then paved with asphalt. 


‘Tis said that Swarthmore Avenue was originally a lane leading 
from the “lower” road to the Dutton House. At one time, it bore the 
name of “Cut-Throat Lane’; one may guess the reason. There are two 
earlier comments. Stanton said that Swarthmore Avenue or Road was 
opened through the woods at a very early date to carry grain and flour 
between Darby Creek and a water-powered grist mill on Little Crum 
Creek, and was known as Hills Lane, from the name of the mill. He said 
that the location was doubtless changed, and connected with the Spring- 
field Road to the north, and as it connected more or less directly with 
Swarthmore it took its name from this connection. There is another idea 
that has been expressed, that at one time it was Swarthmore Pike, and 
that its main purpose was a cross-connection between the “upper” and 
the “lower” roads, past the rather important farms in this area. There 
was the old Inn on Chester Pike, which would have been a convenient 
stopping place. 


Many of the names of streets and avenues in the Borough were 
given when Ridley Park was first laid out. The locations of some of these 
streets today are far removed from where they were first indicated. 
Sellers Avenue was named for William Sellers, a member of the original 
Association, and of world-renown as a machine tool builder in Philadel- 
phia. Morton Avenue was laid out by Joseph E. Burk, first ice cream and 
cheese maker, on his farmlands, and named for John Morton, the signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, who is believed to have lived and died 
in the present Ridley Park area. Bartol Avenue was named for George 
E. Bartol, a manufacturer of sugar. Burk Avenue was for Edward Burk, 
manufacturer of shoes for the Union Army during the Civil War. Felton 
Street was for Samuel M. Felton, the first President of the Association. 
Ladomus Avenue was for Charles Ladomus, surveyor; Nevin Street for 
Major D. R. B. Nevin, attorney; Partridge Avenue for Thomas Partridge, 
retired baker from Philadelphia; Stewart’s Lane for Isaac Stewart, 
farmer. Henderson Avenue was for Robert D. Henderson, farmer ; Tome 
pirectaton vlacob,al ome, banker? Harrison sstreet tage. ablarrison, 
druggist and early councilman; Trainor Street for George Trainor, 
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farmer; Dutton Street for Jesse Dutton, farmer; and McCormick Street 
for James McCormick, farmer. Du Pont Street was named for the famous 
Du Pont family in Delaware; Ward Street was for Joseph Ward, farmer, 
quarryman and early councilman. The origin of such streets, avenues and 
lanes as Ridley, Lincoln, Park, Penn, Welcome, Poplar and many others 
can be readily understood. 


AREAS 


Ridley Park is not a large Borough as regards land area. The 
following values are from The Evening Bulletin Almanac for 1962, and 
show how we compare in this respect with other nearby places: 


Ridley Park 1.04 square miles 
Rutledge 0.15 
Eddystone 0.96 
Sharon Hill 0.77 
Norwood 0.81 
Glenolden 0.86 
Prospect Park 0.75 
Folcroft 1.38 
Ridley Township 5.80 


AS TO POPULATION 


Some may be interested in the growth in population of Ridley Park 
through the years. We will not vouch for exactness of the figures shown 
below, but the real trend is certainly shown. The figures shown were 
gathered from many disconnected notes, articles and published sources. 


The Year Population 
1871 Not over 100 
1880 439 
1877 7/5 
1900 1234 
1910 1761 
1938 3349 
1940 3881 
1941-45 Over 4100 
1950 4921 
1961 7387 
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AS TO PARKS 


In the original planning of Ridley Park, plots of ground were set 
aside for parks, for recreational purposes as well as for the beauty of the 
town. Until about 1937, the maintenance of our parks was under an 
independent Park Commission. Since that time, the Borough’s parks are 
under the control of the Park and Property Committee of Borough 
Council. 


There are 23 acres of park and playground area in the Borough of 
Ridley Park. A brief description of these parts may be of interest to many. 


EASTLAKE PARK is the major unit in the park system. It was 
named for Donald E. Eastlake, who as head of the Park Commission 
during the depression years of the 1930’s, along with J. H. Whitman and 
Harry H. Bates as the other members of the Commission, and with the 
aid of W.P.A. funds, had done an unusually fine job of clearing up the 
Lake, completing a smaller island park, constructing outdoor stone fire- 
places, and planting of many trees and much shrubbery. Eastlake Park 
extends from West Ridley Avenue around the Lake on both sides, and 
bounded at the northern end by Little Crum Creek, and upwards on Du 
Pont Street to where the first homes appear. It is understood that there 
will soon be an addition to this Park, as that land south and southeast of 
West Ridley Avenue, bounded by Little Crum Creek and the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, has been purchased by the Borough for park purposes. A soft- 
ball field was later added to this park at the eastern end of Du Pont Street. 
With the very extensive recreational facilities of the Ridley Park School 
District which we will refer to later being directly across Constitutional 
Avenue from much of Eastlake Park, we have a real beauty spot in this 
location that is difficult to match elsewhere. 


There is a large park bounded by Thayer, Barker, Park and Tasker 
Streets. The 1940 Annual Borough Report apparently first gave the name 
of RECREATION PARK to this area. It was apparently known as the 
NORTH PARK at an earlier time; and also referred to as the CHIL- 
DREN'S RECREATION -PARK,. It has’ been attractively. eraded} 
seeded and planted with a wide variety of trees. We have already referred 
to baseball being played here at one time. Efforts to use this park for 
other than children’s activities were always discouraged. It is essentially 
a play area, and is well kept, and well used. 


ELM PARK is a little triangular park, sometimes jokingly re- 
ferred to as “Flatiron Park.’ The real name comes from the elm trees 
there. It is formed by the junction of Welcome Lane, Felton Street and 
Sellers Avenue. 


On the northern side of the Pennsylvania Railroad, between 
Swarthmore and Ward Avenues, and along East Ridley Avenue, is located 
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KENNEY PARK, named for Henry I*. Kenney, whom we have already 
referred to, Superintendent of the old P. W. & B. Railroad, President of 
the Association, leader in forming the Borough, and its first Chief Burgess. 


TOME PARK along the southern side of Ward Avenue, opposite 
to the Borough Hall, the Library, the Community Club House, and the 
Auditorium Building, was named for Peter E. Tome, a large land-owner 
in early Ridley Park. He was the founder of Tome Institute of Wilming- 
ton. This Park is the center of the Fourth of July Celebration each year. 


REVEREND POULSON PARK, named for a distinguished 
and popular minister of the Methodist Church, is located on Nevin Street 
at West Hinckley Avenue. It has been used as a nursery for developing 
shade trees. 


The Ridley Park Library is really located in a park, which extends 
along Ward Avenue to East Ridley Avenue; we will call it LIBRARY 
PARK. 


Finally, there is a small park at the corner of Sellers Avenue and 
Chester Pike, on which is located the Police Traffic Control Center for 
this very busy traffic crossing. ? 


Until about 1935 or 1936, there was a CIRCLE PARK in the 
middle of the intersection of Swarthmore and Hinckley Avenues,— at the 
Bank. Many people have asked as to why this intersection is so large and 
circular in general nature. The reason is the former presence of Circle 
Park at this busy intersection. As the number and speed of our motor 
cars increased, this little Park became a traffic hazard, and for this reason 
it was removed. Many residents of that time would have preferred that 
it remain. And today, as one notes the speed of many cars crossing the 
bridge into the edge of an active business district, perhaps the old Circle 
Park, if present today, would serve a useful deterrent purpose. 


AS TO BOROUGH HALL 


The original Town Hall, we are told by several sources, was at the 
corner of Tome Street and Ward Avenue, where the stone building form- 
erly occupied by the telephone exchange, now owned by Dr. John R. 
Callahan, is located. The water tank previously referred to was to the 
rear of this Town Hall. This original Hall was burned down on March 
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Borough Hall 1896 


Borough Ordinance 168, issued later in 1896, authorized the con- 
struction of a new Borough Hall, at the present location. A J. C. Meckert, 
a builder from Glenolden, was the successful bidder, and promptly finished 
the building, which is the front part of the present Borough Hall. 


In order to better house the more modern fire apparatus of the 
Borough, and to better arrange the various and growing administrative 
functions of the Borough, the Borough Hall was remodeled and enlarged 
in the 1953-54 period, to its present state. The old Council chamber on 
the second floor front of the building was retained in its very interesting 
and picturesque state, with portraits of those who served the Borough 
throughout the years as Chief Burgess, and of others who served long 
years in other positions, arranged around the walls. 


THE FIRE COMPANY 


Late in the year of 1890, a group of the citizens of Ridley Park 
saw the need for a volunteer fire company. Such a company was officially 
organized on March 3, 1891 as the Hope Hose Company. The members 
secured or built a hose carriage, with but two wheels, with a shaft in front 
and rope attachments for manual pulling and manipulation. It was housed 
in a stable near Swarthmore Avenue and Ward Avenue. Later, a larger 
piece of apparatus was secured. It was first manually drawn, later horse 
drawn (if the horse was available when needed), still later an old Buick 
came into use. 

The old 422-pound bell, purchased through popular subscription 
in 1891, and used to summon our early fire fighters, is still mounted on a 
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post alongside Borough Hall. To minimize temptation, its clapper has 
long since been removed. 

The fire company moved to occupancy in the new Borough Hall 
in 1896, and became known then as the Ridley Park Fire Company No. 1. 


Naturally through the years, the cooperation of an energetic wide- 
awake membership of the Fire Company, and a progressive Council body, 
has resulted in improvement of the apparatus so necessary to protect a 
growing town like Ridley Park. 

The Fire Company has its own Club House next to Borough Hall. 
It appears that when the aforementioned J. C. Meckert built the new 
Borough Hall, he also built a home for himself next door. It was later 
purchased by the Ridley Park Social Club. When this Club later dis- 
banded, the building was to be sold to satisfy a mortgage. If we under- 
stand certain records correctly, the Ridley Park Fire Company No. 1 had 
leased this building on possibly a yearly basis for club purposes. Under 
the leadership of Robert S. Westerman, then President of the Fire Com- 
pany, and L. Norris Hall, former Chief Burgess and long time active 
citizen of the Borough, and a well-known steel man from Philadelphia, a 
successful campaign was carried out in the Borough to raise sufficient 
money to purchase the property. On August 12, 1927 the building was 
purchased and deeded to the Fire Company. At one time it was referred 
to as the Community Club House; it is now the Ridley Park Fire Com- 
pany No. 1 Club House. 


There are about 300 dues-paying members of the Fire Company, 
we are told, at the present time. 


THE CHURCHES OF RIDLEY PARK 


Ashmead, writing at some earlier time, but bearing a date of 1876, 
stated that there were but three churches in Ridley, one Baptist, one 
Presbyterian, and one Bible Christian. He must have been writing at 
some earlier date than 1876, as we shall see. There is little doubt but that 
the one Baptist Church was in what is now Prospect Park, and which we 
will talk about later. The one Presbyterian Church was no doubt the one 
still active on Fairview Road, in Ridley Township. 


Today, the Borough of Ridley Park has five churches of long 
standing, which have kept step with the growth of the Borough and of 
the surrounding countryside, because all of them serve greater areas than 
just Ridley Park alone. 


The Presbyterians published a rather elaborate history of their 
Church on the occasion of their 50th Anniversary, in 1925. In 1930, the 
Baptists published an attractive booklet on their One Hundredth Anni- 
versary. The 100 will be explained just a little later. The Episcopal 
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Church issued a booklet in 1949 on the occasion of their 70th Anniversary. 
The Methodists gave a short history of their Church on the occasion of 
their establishing their new Educational Building in 1961; and more re- 
cently their 1962 Yearbook gives a more lengthy and detailed story of 
their establishment and growth. The late The Reverend Patrick J. Galla- 
gher gave a statement relative to St. Madeline’s Parish to those who were 
preparing historical notes at the time of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Packsn-L933. 


By reason of the existence of these histories, and on the assump- 
tion that one day these Churches will want to bring their own interesting 
histories up to date in some more satisfactory way, we will deal but 
briefly with them in this article. We will refer to the Churches, more or 
less, in the order of their appearance here. 


The brief treatment in this article does not in any way minimize 
the tremendous influence that all of these Churches have had through the 
years in the development of the Borough and the people who have lived 
here. In a town such as ours, the rector, or pastor, or minister of any 
Church belongs more or less to the town as a whole, and his good work 
and his influence reaches out to all who are here. For this reason, in an 
appendix to this history, we are listing the names of all who have served 
Ridley Park in these capacities. 


Mier ikS le bAPTIST, CHURGH OP RIDLEY” PARK SPENN- 
SYLVANIA.— The following words were written, we know not by 
whom, in 1893 :— ‘A little north of the Chester Pike, on the Springfield 
Road leading from Darby Creek to Springfield, there stands an ancient 
and, in this day, somewhat unique structure generally known as the ‘Old 
Baptist Meeting House’.”’ The building had been erected in 1832. In the 
early 70’s the congregation had grown so large that a new building project 
was conceived. It was first planned to rebuild on the same site. But the 
Ridley Park Association, desiring to establish churches in the new Park, 
offered the congregation a plot of ground in the Park, and the members 
of the congregation accepted this offer and decided to move here. In 1872 
building began at the corner of East Ridley and Ward Avenues, and the 
building was completed in 1873. One can still read the date of 1873 in 
the stone at the top front of the building. In the year of 1887, some 72 
of the members withdrew and organized the Prospect Hill Baptist Church, 
convening in the old “Meeting House,” previously referred to. Shortly 
after, they replaced the older building with the present structure. The 
name of the Church in Ridley Park has changed during its history. 
From the original “Ridley Baptist Meeting House” in 1832, it was in- 
corporated on September 23, 1842 as ‘The Particular Baptist Church of 
the Township of Ridley.”’ The move to the Ridley Park site resulted in 
the change to “The First Particular Baptist Church of Ridley Park, Pa’; 
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and on March 27, 1907 the present name of ‘““The First Baptist Church 
of Ridley Park, Pa.” was adopted. 


Our Baptist friends are justly proud of a distinction accorded one 
of their ministers, nearly 100 years ago. The Reverend Mark R. Watkin- 
son served as the minister here from 1851 to 1953, and later returned for 
a second pastorate from 1862 to 1864. It was during this second pastorate 
that he wrote to the Honorable Salmon P. Chase, Secretary of the Treas- 
ury in Abraham Lincoln’s Cabinet, suggesting to use his words “the 
recognition of the Almighty God in some form on our coins.” The Sec- 
retary promptly replied and recognized the merit of the suggestion, and 
within a week he had dispatched a note to the Director of the Mint in 
Philadelphia who acted quickly on the Secretary’s order. In 1864, “In 
God We Trust” first appeared on a United States coin, a two-cent piece. 
You may recall that on July 30, 1956 President Eisenhower signed a bill 
making these same words the official national motto of these United States. 


CHRIST CHURCH, RIDLEY PARK, PA.— The inception of our 
Episcopal Church here is due, we are told, to the architect of the 
P. W.& B. Railroad, a T. P. Chandler, Jr., a former resident of the 
Park. The Ridley Park Association had offered lots 638 and 639 at the 
northeast corner of Swarthmore and East Ridley Avenues for such a 
Church. A cornerstone was laid by Bishop Stevens, on July 1, 1873. The 
foundation walls reached the surface, and the first floor joist was laid. 
And then the work stopped for five and a half years, the projector having 
left the neighborhood. During this long delay, the stones and lumber 
were doing nothing but gathering weeds and rubbish and decay. In the 
meantime, the Presbyterian Church building on the northwestern corner 
of the intersection had been completed. It then became obvious, we are 
told, that the services of the two congregations, being so near, would be 
mutually distracting. A new site was then selected, lots 167, 168 and 169 
on Sellers Avenue at Nevin Street. In November, 1878, the original 
material was removed from the earlier location, and a fresh start made. 
As we look back in this Anniversary Year of 1962 it is interesting to 
contemplate the parking and traffic problem that we would now face at 
Swarthmore and Ridley Avenues, if to the existing situation of a busy 
and at times dangerous intersection, the cars of those at the Baptist Church 
“one square away, and the cars of the Presbyterians, we should add those 
of the Episcopal congregation, had it remained in the original location. 


Regular services were held in the Railroad Station building be- 
ginning June 16, 1878; later they were held in a vacant store building on 
Hinckley Avenue. These meetings served to lead to an organization of 
the local church on June 18, 1879. On Sunday, July 25, 1880 the first 
services were held in the new Church building. 

In 1902, a long-planned enlargement of the building was completed 
to provide increased seating capacity. In the years since, there have been 
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a number of extensions and modifications to provide more and _ better 
educational and social facilities. 


we. 


Pte pakke) UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
U.S.A.— The Ridley Church, near Leiperville, beyond the boundaries of 
the new Ridley Park, and located on Fairview Road, was attached to the 
then Chester Presbytery. ’TVis said that it was not flourishing. There was 
a move to bring it to Ridley Park, just as the Baptists were thinking of 
doing. This was never accomplished. 

‘But during the summer of 1873, religious services were held in 
the station house of the Railroad, by the pastor of the said Ridley Church. 
In 1874, Robert Henderson proposed that they first start a Sunday School 
for the children, as a first step, and that he believed that a Church would 
soon follow. His prediction was found to be true. The first sessions of 
the Sunday School were held in the Ridley Park Hotel dining room, 
starting the first Sunday of January, 1875. 

Meanwhile, the Ridley Park Association offered lots 651 and 652 
at the northwest corner of Swarthmore and Ridley Avenues for a church 
building. In December, 1875 excavations were made, and foundation 
walls were built. On September 10, 1876 the frame church edifice was 
dedicated with appropriate services. 

In 1882, “The Mense’ for the minister was completed, over to- 
wards the Harrison Street side of the property. This old landmark was 
torn down in 1952. 


In 1896, the Church building was enlarged. In 1914, the older 
frame buildings were replaced with the present structure. New additions 
were made in 1954, and a new modern west wing addition was completed 
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RIDEBEY PARK METHODIST CHURCH.— Once more,)in® this 
case, the Sunday School came first, the full Church later. The oldest 
record of the founding of this Church was the calling of a meeting on 
February 5, 1891 at the house of a Mrs. J. M. Bottomley, who lived at the 
corner of Chester Pike and Ladomus Avenue. There the present Church 
was really born — not a Church at the outset but a Sunday School. On 
February 15, 1891 the first session of this School was held at Ward’s 
Hall on Hinckley Avenue. 

Very soon thereafter on December 9, 1891, the organization of 
the Ridley Park Methodist Church took place. A lot for the Church was 
acquired on January 7, 1895, and the Church building at the corner of 
Swarthmore Avenue and Du Pont Street was dedicated on June 28, 1896. 

In May 1948 the Church members broke ground for their new 
Sanctuary, which was completed and dedicated in February, 1949. In 
1959-1960, the older Church building portion at the Swarthmore Avenue 
end of their property was torn down, and replaced with a new three-story 
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Church School addition, which was completed and dedicated for use on 
October 1, 1961. 


ST. MADELINE’S PARISH.— Prior to ihe erection of St. Madeline’s 
Church building at Ridley Park, the parish was a part of the parish of 
St. Rose of Lima, on Chester Pike in Eddystone. There was a mission 
church at Norwood. The inconvenience occassioned by those residing in 
Ridley Park having to go so far for services to either St. Rose of Lima 
or to the mission in Norwood, naturally resulted in some agitation for a 
mission chapel in Ridley Park. 

It was not until the Fall of 1906, however, that through the in- 
strumentality of Frederick J. Michell, a well-known resident in Ridley 
Park, the project for the creation of a mission chapel here began to gain 
headway. A meeting to discuss the matter was held at Mr. Michell’s 
home on November 27, 1906. A plot of ground was donated by Mr. 
Michell. The cornerstone of the new building on Penn Street at Tome 
Street was laid on September 9, 1907 and the Church building was com- 
pleted and dedicated on February 2, 1908. 

The parish remained as a part of the St. Rose of Lima parish until 
January, 1909. By this time, the congregation had increased to such ex- 
tent that Ridley Park was created as a separate parish, taking in Ridley 
Park, Prospect Park, Milmont, Holmes, Folsom, part of Glenolden and 
including the mission at Norwood. A rectory at Ridley Park was com- 
pleted July 29, 1909. Later, Norwood in 1912 and Milmont in 1922 
were given full parish status. 

The Church building at Ridley Park was enlarged very consider- 
ably in 1950. 

St. Madeline’s School on the western side of Tome Street, near 
the ends of Barker and Russell Streets, was built in 1923, and opened for 
use in 1924. The second floor of this building was used as a Convent 
until March 1938, when the Convent was moved to the former home of 
Frederick J. Michell, on East Ridley Avenue at Morton Avenue, Mr. 
Michell having provided in his will for this. The school building was later 
torn down and replaced with a modern single story school building in 1954. 
The school was greatly enlarged in 1957 by the addition of a second flcor 
and an auditorium. 


AS TO TAYLOR HOSPITAL 


Dr. Horace Furness Taylor, a graduate of the University of Penn- 
sylvania Medical School, in the class of 1903, had served his internship 
in Chester Hospital. He had married a Miss Katherine Grace Manley of 
Sydneham, Ontario, Canada who had been a student nurse at Chester 
County Hospital in 1904, The Taylors lived at 27 East Hinckley Avenue. 
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Dr. Taylor had developed a preference for surgery. There were difficult 
cases in which he saw fit to take the patient to his home, where he could 
give the patient not only the closest attention on his part, but where his 
good wife, being a trained nurse, could give expert nursing care. At first 
there was just room for three, one single and one double bed being avail- 
able. In September, 1909 they equipped three rooms for patients. 


Demand for more room resulted in their purchasing on Septem- 
ber 30, 1909, the Burk Homestead already mentioned. Here on February 
9, 1910 they opened a new hospital with ten beds. In May, 1912, a two- 
story building was erected, adjacent to their home, with a capacity of 
twenty-nine beds. This building is still a part of the Hospital, and is 
usually referred to as the Annex. 

Dr. Taylor passed away on December 26, 1920. Mrs. Taylor had 
been appointed Superintendent of the Hospital in May, 1914 and con- 
tinued to serve in this capacity until July, 1935, when Mr. R. H. Diament 
succeeded her. 

Stanton prepared a most complete history of Taylor Hospital up 
to the 1940 period. This is on file at the Hospital, and gives an interest- 
ing picture of the development of the facilities, and the people who served. 

Demands for hospital services continued to grow, and it was soon 
evident that a new building was necessary. A five-story stone building, 
with a full story basement, was built and opened for use on October 5, 
1925. 

And as the area grew in population, as more industry came here, 
another addition had to be made. A new very modern two and a half 
story addition was placed in front of the 1925 building, extending toward 
Chester Pike. This was opened for use on September 11, 1958. And even 
now, another top story is being added to the 1958 building, and will no 
doubt be completed soon after the ink on these pages has dried. 

Our readers can readily see these various steps of growth in the 
aerial view that we are using as the frontispiece of this booklet. In lower 
center you see the 1958 portion, connected to the 1925 building, and be- 
hind it the modest 1912 structure, and directly behind, almost hidden in 
the trees, the original ten-bed hospital, the old Ward Homestead, now the 
Nurses’ home. 

We are including in the appendix a listing of the personnel that 
now makes Taylor Hospital in reality what Dr. Taylor wanted it to do: 

To save life 
To stop pain 
To increase happiness 

The Taylor Hospital Auxiliary was organized in May, 1923 to 
supply linens used in the Hospital. Its work has been vital to the services. 

The Junior Board of Taylor Hospital, made up entirely of de- 
voted ladies, was organized in January, 1931 bv Mrs. Bassett Ferguson. 
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It is responsible for the Annual May Fair and many other activities that 
have provided large sums of money for the new facilities and equipment 
and renovations, 45 which there is no end. The Junior Board ladies 
operated what was called the ‘Corner Cupboard” and now “The Shop” 
for the convenience of the patients, guests, and the staff. 

The Medical Auxiliary, organized in May, 1931 by Mrs. Bassett 
Ferguson, consists of the wives of Staff members. The organization has 
conducted many social functions thereby providing large sums of money 
for new equipment and improvements, as well as providing social interests 
for those who serve at the Hospital. 

For many years past, there has been at the Hospital a corps of 
very loyal American Red Cross Gray Ladies, recruited from Ridley Park 
and other nearby communities who render invaluable services day by day 
to the Hospital and the patients. 


RIDLEY PARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


In 1876, Ashmead said that there were then five school houses in 
Ridley Township. Not one of these five was in the present Ridley Park 
area. The late ‘Squire’? Ward, as he was lovingly called, told of a small 
school on Fairview Road, near Swarthmore, which he attended when 
quite young. There was another township school on Fairview Road in 
Leiperville, which apparently remained in use till 1873, when the present 
Leiperville School, we are told, was built. 


J. Layton Moore, lately retired Supervising Principal of the Ridley 
Park Schools, prepared a very comprehensive history of schools in Ridley 
Park, in 1938, on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary Celebration. In 
1958, he added to it the history from 1938 to 1958. This history was 
duplicated in mimeograph form, and distributed to friends of the school 
system. For our purposes, therefore, a much shorter recitation of events 
should suffice. 


There are a number of records of a subscription school being open 
on the Post Road (Chester Pike) at what was later Myrtle Road, in 1800. 
A will dated July 25, 1800 by a Deed Caleb Davis and his wife trans- 
ferred land at the location given to a party “A. Trimble and Others,” for. 
the erecting of a school house. 


There was also a Wilson School at Sellers Avenue and Chester 
Pike. This was probably a boarding school for girls, although a small 
part of the student body was made up of boys as x students. Just how 
long the Wilson School operated, we do not know. 


Later, in September of 1882, there was the Taylor School, some 
have referred to it as Ridley Park Seminary, directed and taught by a 
Miss Agnes Taylor. It was housed in the house on Chester Pike just west 
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of Swarthmore Avenue, known then as the Thatcher House, but which 
we have previously referred to as the homestead of the Ward Farm. 


In 1885, the School Board of Ridley Township decided to build a 
school, more or less central in the Township, to which all grammar grade 
pupils could go. They purchased a tract of land in the Ridley Park section, 
from a Joseph Edward Burk. Building was started in 1885, and ihe 
building opened for school purposes in January, 1886. The new school 
being located in the Park section of the Township was named Ridley Park 
Public School. We are told that the school had two finished school rooms 
and a finished class room on the first floor, and two unfinished school 
rooms and one finished class room on the second floor. We do not know 
the difference between a school room and a class room. What we wish to 
record, however, is the obviously unfinished state of the building. A Miss 
Nellie L. Sample, who had charge of the Primary grades, and who lived 
in the Crum Lynne section in 1938, gave Mr. Moore a very detailed state- 
ment of the school, its operation, and its pupils. We need not repeat what 
he has written here. 


When Ridley Park became a Borough in 1887, this school build- 
ing was no longer in the Township, and it was quite natural to turn this 
building over to the newly formed Ridley Park School Board, which was 
done in June of 1888. This school that we have been talking about re- 
mains as the central part of our present Grammar School, what we call 
the Tome Street School, on Tome Street opposite Du Pont Street. In- 
crease in population required an addition of one room in 1896. You will 
note the stone marker on the top front of the building, reading as follows : 


ILD GRY eA IG 
1885 
Enlarged 1896 
SCHOO BURT DING. 


In 1905, the local School Board extended their High School offer- 
ing to a full four-year course, and this so overcrowded the facilities that 
four additional rooms were built in 1906. 


Tuition students from other communities, and increased demands 
for popular education, and the fact that the Tome Street building was 
regarded as unsuitable for school occupancy, initiated plans in 1916 for 
a separate school unit. In March, 1917 the present High School building 
on Free Street was completed. All classes, Grammar and High School, 
were housed in the new building. Pupils in increasing numbers from 
Folcroft, Darby Township, Ridley Township, Prospect Park, Tinicum 
Township and Norwood came here to our High School. Conditions again 
became so crowded that it was necessary to transfer the children in grades 
1 to 6 inclusive back to the old Tome Street building. Within the school 
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year 1929-1930, the old Tome Street building was completely modernized. 


An addition of a gymnasium auditorium was made to the High 
School building in 1926. The structure was of frame, clapboard siding 
construction. Later it was given a red stucco finish to match the red brick 
of the main building. On June 3, 1929 this gymnasium auditorium addi- 
tion was destroyed by fire, necessitating ihe construction of another 
building, the present gymnasium auditorium. 


The year 1929 saw the beginning of public kindergarten education 
in Ridley Park. At the time, there was a private kindergarten in Ridley 
Park conducted by a Miss Beatrice Smith. The local Child Study Club 
appealed to the Board for a public kindergarten, and the Barker Street 
building was erected and opened in September 1929, with Miss Smith 
retained as the teacher. 


On the night of June 13, 1940 the interior of the High School 
building was destroyed by fire. In the rebuilding, additions and changes 
were made as improvements, and to offer increased services, but all within 
the area of the existing walls. During this rebuilding period of 1940- 
1941, the classes for 600 high school students continued. All of the facili- 
ties of the community were opened to the school authorities. The Parish 
House of Christ Church, the Baptist Church Sunday School rooms, the 
Borough Library basement, the Community Club House, the Presbyterian 
Church School rooms, the loft of St. Madeline’s School building, the 
Methodist Sunday School rooms, the Borough Garage, the Auditorium 
building, were all used for various purposes. During change of classes by 
the ringing of the old fire bell, Ridley Park had the appearance of a college 
campus. 


There was a growing need for more recreational space at the 
High School. The boys and girls had but ihe one field behind the school 
building, and scheduling its use for both practice and games and main- 
taining the field in proper condition had become a problem. In August of 
1944, a tract of land of six acres “‘more or less’ was purchased from the 
Nelson Estate, the land being bounded by Trainor Street, Constitution 
Avenue and Du Pont Street, for the purpose of building a new athletic 
field. This was formally opened for the first football game of the 1948 
season, and it was named “‘Cornog Field,” in honor of the late William 
Lindsay Cornog, for twenty-one years teacher and coach of athletics at 
the Ridley Park High School. 


Beginning in 1951, there were initiated other improvements in the 
High School facilities, rearrangements and modernization within the ex- 
isting building and the addition of a new wing to the building, parallel to 
Du Pont Street. In 1955, major changes were made in the gymnasium 
auditorium building, to provide maximum use of this facility. In 1956, 
there were radical renovations in the laboratory facilities. 
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In October, 1953 the remainder of the original Nelson property, 
then owned by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Flounders, was purchased by the 
School Board. This parcel of land contained the Nelson Mansion, con- 
sisting of a three-story structure, with some twenty rooms in it. The 
building had been built in 1904, and had been kept in excellent condition 
through the years. The procuring of the remainder of this estate, adjacent 
to Cornog Field, and next to the original High School campus overlook- 
ing the Lake, consisted of about four acres plus. The closing of Trainor 
Street was agreed to following this purchase. With this large High 
School area now integral, and with the large Eastlake Park just across 
Constitution Avenue, Ridley Park may well boast of one of the finest 
beauty spots in the County. 


THE RIDLEY PARK FREE LIBRARY 


Our present Carnegie Free Library located on Ward Avenue at 
Cresswell Street came in 1912. But the thirst for knowledge that comes 
from books was felt here years before. In 1888, a year after we were 
incorporated, a group of citizens met at the railroad station building and 
effected an organization known as ““The Ridley Park Library Association.” 
The new library was formally opened in two rooms which were rented 
over Tullock’s Store, apparently located where the hardware store now 
stands. There was a reading room. The annual dues were One Dollar. 
The Library was open every afternoon and evening. 


In 1890, the Library was moved to a building which apparently 
stood where the Elmwood Federal Savings and Loan Association 1s now 
located. It became a “free” library, supported by entertainments and 
donations of interested friends. This was not too successful, and it re- 
verted to a One Dollar per year, ten cents per month, or Five Dollars per 
family per year basis. On Christmas Eve, 1892 most of the books were 
destroyed by fire, just after an arrangement had been made to transfer 
the books and other property to the School Board, in trust for the citizens. 
The School Board was to maintain the Library and keep it open for the 
public, not less than one night each week. 


The Library was again opened as a “free” library in 1893 at the 
Tome Street School building, under the general direction of the School 
Board. In 1896, recourse was had to a new State law which permitted a 
tax for library maintenance, and in this way there was a new interest and 
a broadened usefullness to the Borough. That same year, the Tome Street 
building was enlarged, and the circular room was created for the Library, 
where it was housed until its removal to the present building in 1912. 
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In 1912, the responsibility for the Library was transferred to the 
Borough Council. A new Library building was constructed by means of 
a grant from the Carnegie Library funds. This required certain com- 
mittments on the part of Borough Council for funds to be regularly ex- 
pended on the maintenance of the Library. The Library is now adminis- 
tered by a very competent Library Board, appointed by and responsible 
to the Ridley Park Borough Council. 





Ridley Park Library 1912 


THE RIDLEY PARK AUDITORIUM 


For many years, there was no public auditorium in Ridley Park. 
We have above referred to Ward’s Hall, the dining room of the Hotel, 
the Railroad station building as places where meetings were held. Also 
there were the rooms at the Churches where meetings were held. There 
was also a room over Charles Deakyne’s Store. 


In 1906, there was formed an Auditorium Company. Stock was 
sold to provide funds for building an Auditorium; it would appear that 
this was more of a civic matter, a way of accomplishing something, 
rather than a business venture. The present Auditorium Building was 
built on Tome Street at Ward Avenue. Gradually through the years, 
this “stock” had been given or left to two organizations — the Women’s 
Club of Ridley Park and The Barnstormers. Today, the building is 
jointly owned and administered by these two organizations. It has filled 
an excellent need in the Borough. 


For a town of its size, Ridley Park today is well-equipped with 
meeting rooms of all sizes,— Borough Hall, Taylor Hospital Nurses’ 
Home Annex, the Fire Company Club House, the Auditorium, and the 
meeting rooms of ihe Churches and the Schools. 
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The Auditorium — 1925 


AS TO THE BANKS 


In 1916, a group of residents of Ridley Park organized the Ridley 
Park National Bank, adding a very needed service to the community. 
The attractive building on Hinckley Avenue at Swarthmore Avenue was 
remodeled and enlarged in 1950. In 1954, on December 6, the Ridley 
Park National Bank was officially merged with the Fidelity-Philadelphia 
Trust Company, and it has been continued as the Ridley Park Office of 
that very large Philadelphia institution. 


In Ridley Park, there had been two Building & Loan Associations. 
The Ridley Park Building Association was organized in 1903. Its meet- 
ing place after 1916 was the Ridley Park National Bank Building. In 
1946, the Board of Directors reached the conclusion that the excellent 
work that had been carried out through the years in the development of 
the Borough through their help was approaching a position where its real 
purpose had been served, and being then in a sound financial position, it 
would best serve its shareholders by liquidating. This move was approved 
by the shareholders on June 3, 1946, and an orderly liquidation took place. 


In 1921, there was formed in the general area a Chester Pike 
Building & Loan Association. This group also used the Ridley Park 
National Bank Building as their place of meeting. Several years ago, 
their activities had grown to a point that the organization needed an 
office of their own, and an office was opened at 27 East Hinckley Avenue, 
in Ridley Park. In March of 1961 the Chester Pike Association merged 
with the Elmwood Federal Savings and Loan Association, and a Chester 
Pike Office has been retained at the East Hinckley Avenue location. 
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AS TO ATHLETICS — RECREATION — SWIMMING 


In addition to those matters of quietness, beauty, cleanliness, 
gracious living, time for religion, and time for culture, Ridley Park was 
planned also as a place for relaxation, for recreation, for diversion. We 
have already referred to some of these, such as a riding park for carriage 
and horseback riding. There was a circular path baneplctel? around the 
Lake for bicycles. There was swimming at the Lake in the Summer, and 
ice skating there in the Winter. 


Ridley Park was a “hot” baseball town before and after the turn 
of the century. We have reviewed with much interest a scrapbook owned 
by Mr. P. V. Kane, apparently at one time a clipping book by W. C. 
Segner, with box scores and lineups of Ridley Park teams from 1891 to 
1906. Ridley Park played some eastern college teams, railroad teams, 
and teams from other communities both far and near. For many years 
there was a Delaware County League, and the local team was often the 
leader of the League. After reviewing ihe box scores for not less than 
80 games, we reach the conclusion that Ridley Park players and fans 
learned how to-win and how to lose. One of the authors recalls that as 
late as 1920 there was a Delaware County League, with a Ridley Park 
team in it, for he played with the Westinghouse team against Ridley Park 
in one game, where the Westinghouse team arrived at the field minus two 
players, and he was pressed into service. The ball field was up towards 
the Tasker Street end of Recreation Park, and the outfield extended over 
into that area where homes were later built on Park and Cresswell Streets, 
between Leslie and Tasker Streets. Later, the baseball field was moved 
to the opposite end of Recreation Park, with the third base line paralleling 
Thayer Street. This was a very poor location by reason of homes on 
Thayer and Barker Streets. For a while the late Bassett Ferguson came 
to the rescue and loaned the use of what was called Ferguson Field, over 
next to the then wooded section, where homes on Michell and Lindsay 
Streets are now located. 


The High School had given up baseball, and it is the authors’ 
general feeling, that may not be shared by some, that Ridley Park at this 
time lost much of its former enthusiasm for baseball. But when the High 
School again fielded a team, with the provision of excellent facilities at 
Cornog Field about 1949, baseball came back into its own, and is flourish- 
ing again in Ridley Park. We make no attempt to list the various teams 
of all ages that play in Ridley Park at this time. There are many. 


Some of our more mature citizens tell of the days when the game 
of cricket was played in Ridley Park. 


In 1898, the Ridley Golf Club was organized here. H. F. Kenney 
was President, and George C. Hetzel was Vice-President. A copy of the 
Constitution & By-Laws, containing also the “Etiquette of Golf.” is still 
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in the possession of Mr. P. V. Kane. From our best information, the 
Club was active up until World War |. The Club House building is still 
with us, the residence of Mr. Eugene R: Knoblauch, at 214 West Ridley 
Avenue. The course was over the hilly and higher ground to the west of 
the Lake in the Crum Lynne section of the town. 


The football teams under “Doc” Cornog, and more recently under 
Jack Wilson, the basketball teams of Sam Godfrey, the track and field 
teams of “Doc’’ Cornog, over many years, put Ridley Park on the scho- 
lastic athletic map. They were well known in this part of the country. 
The State Championships in Track and Field each year at State College 
saw many of “‘Doc’s” boys perform well and bring home State Champion- 
ships to Ridley Park. J. Layton Moore, the Supervising Principal for so 
many years, and an athlete in his own right, knew the value of athletics 
for both boys and girls, and supported and administered them well. 


When we talk of local athletics, we would be remiss if we did not 
give credit to the most loyal, the most colorful, the most dynamic rooter 
that any Borough could have,—‘“Doc”’ Pitzer, our then local pharmacist, 
with his apothecary store on East Hinckley Avenue, about where the 
Elmwood Office is now located. ‘Doc’ loved the boys, he knew that good 
athletics could and would keep the boys out of trouble. There could not 
be a game anywhere, in which Ridley Park High was involved, without 
his presence on the bench or on the sidelines. After “Doc” left us, his 
place has been more or less taken by Perc Kane. Many men in various 
walks of life today will long remember the encouragement and loyal sup- 
port they received here from “Doc” Pitzer and Perc Ksane. 


The older “hit or miss’ football banquets of earlier years gave 
way in 1946 to the First Annual Athletic Banquet, organized as a con- 
tinuing matter, under the auspices of the Ridley Park Home and School 
Association, and to recognize all athletics at the school, both those for 
boys and girls, in the interest of good sportsmanship, clean living and 
hard fair play. 

We referred earlier to ice skating on the Lake in the Winter. The 
winters must have been colder in the old days, for apparently there was 
more skating then. Each year, however, young and old look expectantly 
to those cold days when the Lake freezes over enough to allow them to 
try out the new skates, or polish up the old ones, and get out for this 
most exhilarating exercise. If those who enjoyed this sport in the years 
long gone by could have seen the Lake on a certain Sunday afternoon 
during this past Winter, we are sure they would have been amazed. 
Never were there so many, young and older, on the ice at one time. It was 
truly a beautiful, colorful Winter picture. 

I have referred also to swimming in the Lake. Slight pollution 
from back, and outside the Park, caused the condemnation of the Lake 
for swimming. Even after this condemnation, one of the authors can 
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recall, on a very hot afternoon, in the early 1920’s, encountering a beauti- 
ful buxom blonde and an equally attractive brunette, stealing up West 
Ridley Avenue clad in their bathing suits, and since the suits were wet, 
it is suspected that they were coming from a cooling-off dip in the Lake. 


As we read Section 3 of Ordinance No. 136, enacted on the, 9th 
day of July, 1895, we pause and wonder — what was going on here in 
this staid town of Ridley Park? 


“It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to bathe 
in any stream, pond or lake in the Borough of Ridley Park on 
Sundays or to bathe on other days between the hours of 4 A.M. 
to 10 P.M. unless clothed with bathing suits from the shoulder 
to the knee.” 


There were no swimming facilities within the Borough over those 
many years until in 1959 a group of citizens got together, and formed a 
Ridley Park Swim Club, with some 400 families as members. F’. Wallace 
Lappin was the first President of the Club. A very fine pool was built 
amid very scenic surroundings, in the Little Crum Creek valley, beyond 
the B.& O. Railroad and west of Harrison Street extension, at the very 
edge of the Borough. A very broad guest policy on the part of the Club 
again has opened up swimming pleasures to the people of Ridley Park. 
Under excellent administration and management, the children of the 
Borough are receiving excellent training in the art of swimming, life 
saving, diving, etc. 


RIDLEY PARK AND THE WARS 


There are some records that go back into the time of the American 
Revolution, of Cornwallis’ troops in Philadelphia making raids into the 
Ridley Township areas; of the passage of troops along the King’s High- 
way ; and other somewhat vague reports and references. We did not study 
the matter very much. 


Following World War I the citizens of the Borough placed a 
bronze tablet on the outside of the Library building, to the right of the 
entrance, in honor of those from Ridley Park who had served in the War. 
There are many others in Ridley Park today, who were also in service 
then, but their names are inscribed on bronze plates in many places other 
than here. The bronze tablet at the Library contains 149 names, four with 
Stars indicating the supreme sacrifice. It was dedicated by Burgess George 
W. Stull at a public ceremony on September 6, 1919, with Borough offi- 
cials, Civil War veterans, and World War I veterans participating. 


Following World War II, the citizens of the Borough placed a 
bronze tablet on a stone background in Kenney Park, in honor of those 
who had served in that War. It contains 409 names, and there are twelve 
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that bear Gold Stars. Many of us who are yet here knew these twelve 
boys quite well. It was dedicated on Noyember 11, 1951 by Burgess Paul 
L. Fetzer, with a host of Ridley Park citizens participating in many ways. 


During the 1918 period of World War I, the general area was 
visited, as were many other areas of the country, with the most terrible 
influenza epidemic. The Auditorium became a public hospital, in charge 
of Dr. Taylor and Dr. Jeanette Sherman. Many brave women of Ridley 
Park served as nurses. With death a daily visitor in this frightening 
period, we are told that not a single “volunteer” nurse contracted the 
disease. 


During World War I there was the terrifying powder plant ex- 
plosion at Eddystone, which some of our people can recall, and the citizens 
of Ridley Park gave assistance in many ways, we are told. 


During World War II, Civilian Defense measures in Ridley Park 
were highly organized under Messrs. Stephani, Sakers, Marteney, Campen, 
Mochel and others. 


THE BUSINESS SECTION 


The business district in Ridley Park had its beginnings on the 
northern side of Hinckley Avenue between Swarthmore and Sellers 


Avenues. 
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Ridley Park Business District About 1920 


From here it spread towards the east to Sellers Avenue and further east 
on Hinckley Avenue, later spreading out from this nucleus to the south- 
west along Sellers, along both sides of Dutton, and along the southern 
side of Hinckley between Swarthmore and Sellers. We reproduce a view 
of the business section in the early 1920 period. 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


Ridley Park has at times been referred to as “over organized.” 
There is no end of meetings. True, the town has not been found wanting 
in effecting many organizations of many types to serve many useful pur- 
poses. Some have come and gone, or been replaced by others, as their 
purposes were served. We cannot hope to know of, or refer to, the many 
organizations in our town, especially the many organizations connected 
with our Churches and Schools. We will refer to a few that we believe 
will be of interest. 


THE RIDLEY PARK HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATION .— 
The Home and School Association in Ridley Park had its beginning in 
1909. This present school season of 1962-1963 thus marks the 53d year 
of continuous activity of an organization designed to bring the home and 
the school, the family and the teacher, closer and into a more understand- 
ing relationship in matters pertaining to the schools. The organization 
originally known as we give it above is now separated into two closely 
coordinated groups, the Ridley Park High School Home and School 
Association, and the Ridley Park Elementary Home and School Associa- 
tion. This present season marks the fourth year of the junior organiza- 
tion. The reasons for the two in a growing community are obvious; it 
provides for better application of time, space and program to this very 
important activity. 


THE WOMEN’S CLUB OF RIDLEY PARK.— The Women’s Club 
of Ridley Park, we understand, was organized in 1898 and federated in 
1899. As stated before this Club is a joint owner and administrator with 
The Barnstormers of the Auditorium building, where the club holds its 
regular meetings. It has for these long 64 years been a most effective 
agency in Ridley Park, in cultural development, in educational matters, 
in good will and good citizenship, in providing a broader vision by travel 
of its members and friends, and in many social ways. 

The Women’s Club has two auxiliary organizations, the Evening 
Section for those finding it inconvenient to meet during the day, and the 
Junior Section for the younger ladies. 


THE CHILD STUDY CLUB OF RIDLEY PARK.— A study group 
for young mothers, and young fathers as well, was organized in 1916; 
and the Club organized in 1923, both under the capable and inspiring 
leadership of Mrs. Winfield Scott McHenry. As already recorded, it 
was a delegation from this group that approached the School Board in 
1928 or 1929, which resulted in the start of public Kindergarten educa- 
tion in Ridley Park in 1929 at the Barker Street building. When one 
considers the great multitude of children who have come to Ridley Park 
by birth or by moving here at tender years, in these 46 years from 1916 
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to 1962, who indeed can measure the great influence for good exerted by 
this group in our Borough. The Child Club now holds its meetings at the 
Presbyterian Church. ;, 


THE BARNSTORMERS. — The Barnstormers claim that they are 
probably the oldest continually operating club of its kind in the country. 
It was organized by a group of socially minded citizens under the leader- 
ship of a Mr. John J. Collier, a Mr. and Mrs. J. Howard Reber, a Mr. 
Henry J. Fox and Mr. Henry W. Buse in the Fall of 1908. The first club 
night was on January 22, 1909 when ‘‘The Arabian Nights” was pre- 
sented. 

If you attended the club night in May, 1962, you would have 
noted at the top of the program that it was the 54th Season, and the 400th 
production. There are seven full length plays each season representing 
the best contemporary theater, from October to May inclusive. The Janu- 
ary club night is given over to the well known Bal Masque, a costume 
dance, and for many long years a social event of the season. Activities 
are in the Auditorium building, reported earlier as jointly owned and 
administered with the Women’s Club. 


Waban lLOLEY PARK BUSINESSMEN’S ASSOCIATION. — Tite 
Ridley Park Businessmen’s Association was initially formed in February, 
1947 and incorporated in February, 1948. William Costa was the first 
President. It is a very active organization in the Borough, and as a sort 
of diversion the Association each year recognizes Hallowe’en Night in 
some appropriate way, and also it does much each year to add to the 
festivities of the Christmas season. 


There was an older Ridley Park Business Association organized 
by Henry W. Buse back in 1937. It, too, took care of the Hallowe’en 
Night affair. This organization had apparently passed away some years 
before the formation of the present Association. 


Pivboum ly GRSTTY, CUUB OF RIDER YePAR IK = ial? oie aceocly 
through ihe leadership of W. Franklin Scarborough and Dr. J. W. 
Bucher, the University Club of Ridley Park was formed, meeting each 
month in the Auditorium, to hear speakers on many subjects, and to en- 
gage in discussion. There were such subjects as the sciences, the arts, 
engineering, medicine, biology, government, chemistry, metallurgy, edu- 
cation, banking, oriental rugs, political science, statistics, and these were 
discussed by speakers of national and international reputation. Dr. Fred- 
eric Bonnet was the first President. The records are gone, but at various 
times we recall that the following persons served a year each as President 
of the Club :— J. W. Bucher, W. F. Joachim, H. H. Bates, R. S. Wallis, 
J. C. Geniesse, P. L. Fetzer, I. R. MacElwee and N. L. Mochel. There were 
members of the Club from Swarthmore, Prospect Park, Norwood, and 
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Lester attracted here by the high quality of the program. The coming on 
of World War II, and the demands on the time of the members in an 
“all-out” for the war effort, resulted in the disbanding of the Club in the 
early days of the war. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION — COL. C. C. PIERCE POST 7649.— 
On September 30, 1921 a group of ex-servicemen of Ridley Park met 
for the purpose of applying for a charter to establish a post of the Ameri- 
can Legion in Ridley Park. The charter was allowed, and the first Post 
Commander was J. E. Jones. The post was named for Colonel C. C. 
Pierce, and assigned the number 649. The name of Colonel Pierce was 
adopted at a meeting on October 7, 1921. Colonel Pierce was the organ- 
izer and head of the Graves Registration Services, at Tours, Indre-ct- 
Loire, France. Colonel Pierce had proposed the idea of a Graves Regis- 
tration to the U.S. War Department, and he had been put in charge of 
this unique service. Colonel Pierce was at one time a resident of Ridley 
Park, and a retired minister. 


The Ridley Park Fire Company had allowed the Post to meet at 
their Club House through the years. Since about 1969, the Post has had 
its headquarters in an old renovated carriage-house located to the rear 
between the local Photographic and the cleaning establishments, on the 
northern side of East Hinckley Avenue. 


THE BOY SCOUTS AND GIRL SCOUTS IN RIDLEY PARK.— 
We are told that Boy Scout activities began in Ridley Park in the year 
1916 under the leadership of the Reverend Luther H. Ketels, the minister 
of the Methodist Church, who later became their Chaplain. The old Scout, 
Cabin is still with us down on East Rodgers Street, and is still in use by 
two of the local troops. We are told that there are three Boy Scout troops, 
one Explorer Scout troop, and three Cub Scout packs in the Park at the 
present time. 


It is understood that Girl Scout activities began in the Park in 
1928, under the sponsorship of the Women’s Club of Ridley Park, and 
that the Misses Jeanette Curtis and Ethel Irwin were the original leaders 
in the activities. It is understood that at the present time there are twenty- 
eight Girl Scout troops in the Borough of Ridley Park. 


We are sure that if you witnessed the parade on Memorial Day 
this year, you could not but have been impressed by the very multitude of 
boys and girls in Scout uniforms, and the large number of our men and 
ladies who are their leaders, and perhaps you had the same impression 
that we had, that with the teaching they receive in good citizenship, and 
the disciplines of their organizations, the Borough of Ridley Park may 
look forward with confidence to the type of citizens they will have here in 
the days ahead. 
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THE PEOPLE OF RIDLEY PARK 


The Borough of Ridley Park has*been a veritable “melting pot” 
of people from all places. We have already noted the presence of Swedes, 
the Finns, the Dutch, the English at the origin. We have referred to the 
early Quaker influence in the area. Many railroad people came after the 
1871 planning of a Park; Pennsylvania Railroad people also came later. 
The closing of the Baldwin Locomotive Company’s plants in several parts 
of Philadelphia, and concentrating them nearby in Eddystone, and stretch- 
ing over. at one time into Ridley Park, brought more people here. The 
impact of two World Wars brought people here from everywhere, as the 
Delaware Valley became one of the most important arsenals of democracy. 
The Westinghouse move of a large section of their activities from Pitts- 
burgh to Lester and Essington, in 1917, in 1920, and later, brought many 
others to Ridley Park. The General Steel activity, the growth of such 
concerns as Scott Paper, and the expansion of industry in general in the 
area brought newcomers to Ridley Park because of the advantages here. 
It was a good place in which to live; The coming of the new Vertol Divi- 
sion plant of The Boeing Company, adjacent to Ridley Park will, no 
doubt, bring more people. The fine school facilities here was the drawing 
card for many families, and this is still a great feature. 


As a result of Ridley Park’s being located so near to a rapidly 
growing industrial area, and receiving so many of her citizens from larger 
companies, there is always a lot of comings and goings, as people are sent 
here for training, or as expansions of these companies at other places or 
as headquarters for activities of these companies draw on the local plants 
for personnel. There is therefore a noticeable transient situation here, and 
this works in several ways. We have many very fine people who stay for 
but a short time.. And at times we must give up good friends of longer or 
shorter standing, as they are called away to serve elsewhere, and we miss 
them badly, and we lose their good influence in our community. But even 
these things do help Ridley Park; we get new viewpoints and experiences 
from other places; and Ridley Park becomes better known both far and 
near through those who have been here. 

Ridley Park has become known both far and near by the contribu- 
tions that her citizens have made in science and the arts, in commerce and 
industry. We prefer not to mention some names, and forget others that 
might be of equal importance. We would deal with the matter broadly. 
Our more mature readers will themselves fill in names of those who have 
contributed much to the community, to the nation and to the World, in 
so many fields and in so many ways. In the fields of music, both composi- 
tion, song and play; in art from the standpoint of creative, the connoisseur 
and collector ; the field of the illustrator ; in the general field of writing of 
books of fiction, children’s stories, educational matters and the vast tech- 
nical field; in the broad field of religion; in law; in the broad fields of 
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medicine, surgery, biology, dentistry and nursing; in the many educational 
fields; in those broad fields of engineering, civil, mechanical, electrical, 
chemical and metallurgical; in distinct creative chemistry; in explosives; 
in radio broadcasting; in athletics; in business and commerce, such as 
management, investment, banking, insurance, food supply, manufacture, 
transportation and communications; in government and social welfare; 
yes, in all of these ways and more the Borough of Ridley Park may well 
boast of the contributions of her citizens. And then, let us not forget 
those who with the skill of their hands and the strength of their bodies 
also contributed their share as well to all of those things that have taken 
place. Ridley Park has many of these as well. 


LET US LOOK TO THE FUTURE 


In this article, we have looked backwards a great deal. History 
does that. We have at times looked round about us at present. If we did 
not try to look ahead just a little, we would be remiss in our duties. 

The late Lieutenant General James G. Harbord, Chief of the 
Services of Supply of the American Expeditionary Forces in [rance 
during World War I once spoke as follows: 

“The roads you travel so briskly lead out of dim antiq- 
uity, and you study the past chiefly because of its bearing on the 
living present and its promise for the future.” 

We who live in Ridley Park today inherit a great background of ideals 
and reality, a fine Borough, a tradition of people who have contributed 
much. 

The little “red book” of 1875 from which we quoted called Ridley 
Park “the beautiful Garden City.’’ The late Henry W. Buse, wherever 
he went, always called Ridley Park “The Borough Beautiful.” We are 
not very large, just 1.04 square miles in area, and with a growth in popu- 
lation of nearly ten times over in the 75 years that we are celebrating at 
this time. There has been much passing of the old, and the bringing in of 
new. Our spaces are pretty well filled, or rapidly being filled with new 
housings and projects. There are grave problems that come with such 
conditions. Changing thought of a creative nature is a necessity. And 
then, there is the problem of decay, the passing of the old to take care of 
and make room for the new. There should be a proper balance between 
these two that the good people of Ridley Park should and could endeavor 
to find. There is much in the ideals, the beauty, the traditions of the 75 
years ago that should be retained as a challenge to those who must go 
through the modernization that lies further ahead. Building on these 
backgrounds of ideals, beauty, tradition, perhaps “‘the Borough Beautiful” 
can be retained to help enrich the lives of her citizens, in the years further 
ahead. 
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BURGESSES WHO HAVE SERVED RIDLEY PARK 
H. F. Kenney 1888-1897 Wm. J. Johnson 1922-1925 
R. S. Pomeroy 1897-1900 H. W. Buse 1926-1929 
Geo, C. Heizel 1900-1903 L. Norris Hall 1930-1933 
John J. Collier 1903-1906 R. S. Munson 1934-1941 
W. P. Anthony 1906-1909 Wm. J. Stephani 1942-1945 
John H. Devine 1909-1914 P.V.Kane —«1946-1949 
W.K. Mitchell 1915-1918 Pati Le Fetzer ~ 1950-1953 
Geo. W. Stull 1918-1921 George E. Burke 1954-1961 


Clarence O. Wheeler 1962- (Mayor) 
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THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED ON BOROUGH COUNCIL IN 75 YEARS 


Joseph H. Ward 

Theodore E. Kremer 

John Buchanan 
1892-1900, 

Charles G. Darrach 

G. W. Marsh 

F. E. Harrison 

F. B. Woodruff 

William H. Bowen 

Robert Carns 


W. K. Mitchell 


Eel avis 
H. H. Sawyer 


bas 
J. C. Gilmore 
D. Jones 

S. Pomeroy 


. Stackhouse 


George C. Hetzel 
1899, 

bebe yvard 

W. P. Anthony 

W. A. Griswold 

Cele Urban 

J. H. Devine 


J. J. Collier 
Robert E. Napier 
F,. H. Burgess 
William G. Halkett 
J. Howard Reber 
Charles E. Righter 
Carlos Hough 

I’. J. Michell 
George R. Stull 
Harley ideane 
Henry W. Buse 


ASE Ward 


1888-1890 
1888-1891 
1888-1890 
1902-1904 
1888-1895 
1888-1890 
1888 

1889-1890 
1889-1891 
1890-1891 
1896-1906 
1891-1893 
1905-1913 
1891 

1891 

1893-1898 
1892-1894 
1892-1893 
1892 

1894-1895 
1900-1905 
1894-1897 
1903-1904 
1895-1897 
1896-1897 
1896 

1895-1898 
1898-1904 
1906-1908 
1899-1901 
1899-1904 
1901-1903 
1904-1909 
1905-1907 
1906-1914 
1906-1908 
1906-1912 
1908-1912 
1909-1920 
1910-1912 
1918-1925 
1910-1915 
1922-1927 
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T. W. Winsmore 
M. J. Commer ford 
Charles Deakyne 
Henry J. freeman 
C. Edwin Bartlett 
William TTI. Gaul 
William J. Johnson 
M.D Sr oules 
Thomas W. Allison 
Frederick Sinclair 
Mrs, Sara C.. 1) Nelson 
C. Russell Arnold 
Phillip Hipple 

C. W. Thorn 

ie Ne DPaviitenell 
William B. Beatty 
Thomas R. Durkin 
John C. Evans 
John J. Jones 
Joseph Rk. Grubb 
Denny W. Jones 
James T. Maxwell 
A. J. Durand 
Raymond S. Munson 
R. S. Westerman 
Bassett T. Ferguson 
W. J. Stephani 

D. Caldwell Stewart 
Dro. ‘Grosset 

GP He Derbyshire 
Harry E. Vanden 
Pov isane 

Wl aGosta 

J. E. Galloway 
William L. Hammond 
F, Wallace Lappin 
Paulie vetzer 
DePiaistee |i 
H. E. Armstrong 
Thomas Bailey 

Paul W. Crosby 
Ernest P. Brown 
George E. Burke 


1912-1915 
1914-1921 
1914-1919 
1914-1915 
1916-1919 
1916-1917 
1916-1921 
1918-1921 
1920-1921 
1920-1923 
1927221925 
1922-1925 
1922-1924 
1922-1926 
1924-1927 
1926-1928 
1926-1928 
1926-1928 
1926-1933 
1928-1939 
1928-1931 
192821935 
1930-1931 
1930-1933 
1930 

LOS let o 
1932-1941 
1932-1937 
1934-1937 
1934-1941 
1934-1937 
1936-1945 
1938-1945 
1938-1945 
1938-1949 
1940-1955 
1942-1949 
1942-1947. 
1946-1949 
1946-1949 
1946- 
1948 
1949-1953 


THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED ON BOROUGH COUNCIL IN 
(Continued) 


Walter F. Layer 1949-1950 
A. Wesley Hoge 1950-1953 
A. D. Seivwright 1950 

James C. Fitsimmons 1950-1952 
John J. Bonnes 1950-1957 
Andrew Alexander 1950-1953 
Ernst P. Pfatteicher 1952-1959 
Isabelle Coxhead 1954-1957 
Newton E. Hoopman 1954-1957 


Russell G. Snyder 1954 


Robert R. Waldren 
Frankland Gorham 
Frank H. Lobb, Jr. 
Vernon D. Wheat 
William E. Sawyer 
Eugene J. Harrington 
Clarence O. Wheeler 
Kenneth P. Galloway 
Thomas Turner 


THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED AS CLERK OF COUNCIL OR 
SECRETARY DURING THE 75 YEARS 


W. B. Goddard 
H. C. Robertson 
Allan D. Jones (pro tem) 1892 
William S. Bean 
Frank D. Kane 


1887-1891 
1891-1892 


1892-1893 
1893-1925 


Newton E, Hoopman 
Raymond W. Sakers 
- Helen W. Maxwell 
William S. Stull 


75 YEARS 


1955- 
1956- 
1958- 
1958 - 
1958-1961 
1959- 
1960-1961 
1962- 
1962- 


BOROUGH 


1925-1950 
1950-1953 
1953-1962 
1962- 


THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED THE BOROUGH As POLICE CHIEF 
DURING THE 75 YEARS 


Until 1916 there was no organized Police Department, such duties 
were handled by Constables and/or Watchmen. The ones who served in 


these capacities before 1916 were: 


William Stewart 
George Latch 
Michael Rooney 
James Torrence 
James Rice 
Samuel Torrence 


Lewis Urian 
Thomas McKeown 
John Price 
William Rea 
Harry Weir 

Mark Hull 


In July 1916, James Hardy assumed the position of Police Chief. 
Raymond W. Sakers 1924-1949 


James Hardy 


Lewis Emmertz 1924 


1916-1922 
James C. Lynch 1923-1924 


George T. Smith 


1950- 


LIBRARIANS WHO HAVE SERVED DURING THE 75 YEARS 


Miss Agnes Taylor 1889-1891 
J. M. Bley 1891-1896 
Edward Brown 1896-1912 


Mrs. Alma Deppich 


1912-1946 


Mrs. Florence Ward 1946-1954 


Mrs. LeRoy Walker 
3 | 


1954- 


THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED AS PRINCIPALS OF RIDLEY PARK 
SCHOOLS DURING THE 75 YEARS 


Anna M. Worrell 1886-1888 


Geoge Frazer 1888-1889 
Anne Mathias 1889-1894 
Edwin Brown 1894-1895 


Henry H. Keeler 1895-1896 
A. P. Silverthorne 1896-1902 


George G. Chambers 1902-1906 
J. Fred Parsons 1906-1918 
William Ag tYeaser, 1918-1927 
J. Layton Moore 1927-1962 
Henry AyGrott 1962- 


SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
DATES OF SERVICE TO RIDLEY PARK SCHOOL DISTRICT -— 1888-1962 


*George Siuil 1888-1918 
*W. Curtis Tayior 1888-1890 
*Edward White 1888-1893 
*Richard Pomeroy 1888-1694 
*Henry Keyes 1888-1902 
*Albert Stewart June-Oct. 1888 
Charles Hayes 1888-1891 
D. M. Howe  Feb.-Nov. 1890 
Thomas Haydock Nov. 1890 
| July 1891 
John Buchanan 1891-1892 
J. W. Bley 1891-1894 
oun oarattridge ~ 1599-1935 
John B. Garber 1893-1900 
F, W. Lamping 1893-1894 


Job Smith 1894-1916 
Pei Elarrison 1894-1895 
James Bentley 1895-1921 
Hugo L. Hund 1900-1911 
Griff L. Jones 1903-1926 
H. M. Davis 1916-1941 


E. Roberts Hall 1918-1919 
F. J. LeMaistre 1921-1923 
Clyde C. Elmes 1921-1927 


* Members of the original Board. 


Mrs. J. W. Hofmann 1921-1943 
Noel T. Willman 1926-1927 
Dr. Frederic Bonnet 1927-1933 
Dr. H.D. Winsmore 1927-1933 


Dr?}., W- Bucher 1933-1945 
Owen D. Evans 1935-1941 
Ilarry H. Bates 1933-1944 
Waiker Evans 1941-1943 


Ernest E. Veihl, Jr. 1941-1947 
§Mrs. Edith J. Zarr 1943- 
Mrs. Carolyn Downes 1943-1949 
Norman L. Mochel 1945-1951 
Dr. Edwin Twitmyer 1945-1948 


A. J. Mullen 1947-1957 
Pe iin emis 1948-1957 
Lowry Glenn 1949-1953 
Ellis Mann 1951-7956 
§ Willard Dennison 1953- 
§Earl Blanton 1956- 
§ David Getty 1957- 
§William A. Rice 1957- 
§Alfred Riddell 1961- 


SArthur L. Heinemeyer 1961- 


§ Members. of the present Board (1962). 
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PASTORS, MINISTERS, RECTORS WHO SERVED RIDLEY PARK 
DURING THE 75 YEARS 


THE PIRST BAPTIST CHURCHSODs RTD) a nae 


1830-1831 
1832-1839 
1841-1845 
1845-1847 
1848-1850 
1851-1853 
1854-1856 
1856-1858 
1860-1861 
1862-1864 
1865-1868 
1872-1874 
1875-1879 
1880-1885 
1886-1890 
1891-1892 
1893-1904 
1904-1908 
1908-1911 
1911-1914 
1914-1916 
1917-1919 
1919-1920 
1920-1924 
1925-1929 
1929-1942 
1943-1945 
1946-1951 
1952-1959 
1960- 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
‘The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
‘The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 


— 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverenc 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 


— 


COORD br rT 


1879-1880 
1881-1882 
1883-1892 
1893-1898 
1899-1908 
1909-1911 
1912-1915 
1916-1918 
1919-1925 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 


aD 


William S. Hall 
Robert Compton 

ye = tant 

Charles C. Park 
John W. Gibbs 
Mark R. Watkinson 
Samuel W. Zeigler 
Isaac Gray 

Thomas Goodwin 
Mark R. Watkinson 
John G. Entrekin 
CPi fiarcen 

John R. Downer 
Charles M. Deitz 
James A. Aldred 

J. M. Sawers 


Robert Henry Middleditch 


Henry J. Johnson 
L. Sale Harrison 
Alvah S. Hobart 
John Henry Day 

I’. Clyde Herod 

R. T. Brown 
Wayland Zwayer 

A. Harold Carr 

C. Walton Marteney 
Samuel Smith 

C. Bailey Jones 
Ellwood E. Schaumberg 
Charles W. Samuels 


RIDLEY ‘PARK: 


Francis H. Bushnell 
George M. DuBois 
W. F. C. Morsell 
Edwin A. Gernant 
Francis C. Steinmetz 
Robert S. Benedict 
Gilbert E. Pember 
Francis B. Barnett 
Charles B. Elder 


PASTORS, MINISTERS, RECTORS WHO SERVED RIDLEY PARK 


DURING THE 75 YEARS —— (Continued) 


1926-1943 
1943-1949 
1949-1951 


The 
The 
The 


1951-19567 ie 


1956- 


1873-1884 
1884-1885 
1887-1892 
1893-1900 
1901-1916 
1916-1918 
1919-1923 
1923-1945 
1946- 


1892-1893 
1893-1896 
1896-1897 
1897-1898 
1898-1900 
1900-1903 
1903-1906 
1906-1907 
1907-1909 
1909-1911 
1911-1916 
1916-1917 
1917-1918 
1918-1919 
1919-1921 
1921-1926 
1926-1936 
1936-1938 
1938-1942 
1942-1947 
1947-1951 
1951-1953 
1953- 


The 


The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 


The 
The 
The 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 


THE -RIDLEY PARK UNITED 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 


» Reverend 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 


. Redding 


Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
Reverend 
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Frederick A. Warden 
Albert O. Judd 
William P. C. Loane 
William H. Dunphy 
William S. Musselman 


DRS Bye RAN CEE Gir 


Matthew B. Grier 

Henry Schlosser 

Henry D. Northrup 
Frederick Swartz Crawford 
Samuel T. Linton 
Frederick Buck Limerick 
David Hughes Edwards 
Frederick Schweitzer 
James Harold Guy 


(rie UO Yo PARK eM ET EEO Ds hee i Ep 


W. H. Knapp 

C. W. Dempsey 
Frances Clemens, Jr. 
Visor lrities 

H. W. Millison 
CAP y Pitcher 
John Watchorn 
John H. Royer 
Roland J. Garber 
R. N. Hetherington 
Bertram Shay 


Puthemerle sctels 
Henry Frankland 
Clarencesh, elton 
Pe eeae tienen 
William T. Cherry 
Samuel J. Maconaghy 
E. Russell Elliott 
Harry A; owartz 
Stuart A. Thomas 
Ralph B. McCuen 
Richard H. Jones 


PASTORS, MINISTERS, RECTORS WHO SERVED RIDLEY PARK 
DURING THE 75 YEARS —- (Continued) 


ST: MADELINGG Ss 1 AbIsi 


1909-1912 The Reverend Francis: P. Bradley 
1912-1924 The Reverend William J. McCallen 
1924-1952 The Reverend Patrick J. Gallagher 
1952-1962 The Reverend John A. Kane 

1962- The Reverend Francis J. Walsh 


ST. MADELINE’S SCHOOL — SUPERIORS 


1924-1930 Mother Cyrilla 

1930-1934 Mother Rosario 

1934-1940 Mother Clare Alphonsus 
1940-1943 Mother M. Stella 
1943-1949 Mother M. Kathleen 
1949-1952 Mother M. Doloretta 
1952-1954 Mother M. Hyacintha 
1954-1960 Mother M. Joseph Berhard 
1960-1961 Mother Marie Immaculate 
1961- Mother Marie Madeleine 





BOARD MEMBERS — TAYLOR HOSPITAL 
June 1, 1962 to May 31, 1963 


H.-H. Bates Festa eee es 300 Glenloch Road, Ridley Park, Pa. 
H. Furness Taylor, Jr., 1st Vice-President -......Winding Road, Media, Pa. 
C. S. Platt) Secretar yet 7 ensurey ae. 110 Morton Ave., Ridley Park, Pa. 
R..H. Diament, se eerste ee 11 Bartol Ave., Ridley Park, Pa. 


Philip B. Driversir. <2 1018 Western Savings Fund Bldg., Phila. 7, Pa. 


* * * * * 


In addition the following are Board Members: 


Earle Deppich = 452aeeme ee eee ee 6 Morton Ave., Ridley Park, Pa. 
Ri M. Hanniy ieee Morton and Michigan Ave., Swarthmore, Pa. 
John F. Spencer -.....c/o John Spencer, Inc., 8th & Sproul Sts., Chester, Pa. 
Donald :P..] ones nc cesar ee neces 407 Swarthmore Ave., Swarthmore, Pa. 
Carl S: Boettvers 2a ee 623 Clymer Lane, Ridley Park, Pa. 
Wallace D.Hallieeiis soon 822 Great Springs Rd., Rosemont, Pa. 
William Kourtzhial? niece eee 124 Park Avenue, Swarthmore, Pa. 
Paul MM. Matthews'-. 2.5 Westinghouse Electric Corp., Lester, Pa. 


ey 


REPRESENTATIVES OF HOSPITAL GROUPS 

Junior Board 

Mrs. Albert Celléy, 413 E. Ridley Avenue, Ridley Park, Pa. 

Medical Auxiliary 
Mrs. Grace L. Fister, 410 Moreland Road, Wallingford, Pa. 
Taylor Hospital Auxiliary 

Mrs. W. S. Brim, 108 Ridgeway Avenue, Norwood, Pa. 

Medical Staff 


Charles T. Wood, M.D., 


505 - 10th Avenue, Prospect Park, Pa. 


Dr. William H. Erb, 4 Marron Avenue, Ridley Park, Pa. 
Restor Hospital Diabetic Clinic 
Mrs. James Rooney, 435 Bartlett Avenue, Ridley Park, Pa. 


* * 


* * * 


Appointed by the Board of Managers — July 16, 1962 
from 6-1-62 to 5-31-63 


Surgical and Sub-Depariments 
William H. Erb, Chief 
Harry V. Armitage, Associate 
Rudolph H. Hecksher, Associate 
Harold C. Roxby, Associate 
A. Alan Hume 

Neurosurgery 
Henry A. Shenkin, Co-Cluef 

Anesthesiology 
Harold R. Widdowson 

Dentistry (Surgical) 

John Z. Mackenson, Chief 

Ear, Nose and Throat 
T. M. Beagle, Co-Chief 
Merrill B: Hayes, Co-Chief 

Obstetrical 
Marvin G. Shipps, Acting Chief 
H. F. Mose, Associate 
R. Wallace Journey 
Jerome B. Smith 
Edward J. Ward 

Orthopedic 
Harry M. Forbes, Chief 

Urology 
Kenneth J. Crothers, Chief 
Louis Iozzi, Assistant 

Gynecology 
Charles T. Wood, Chief 
Marvin G. Shipps* 

R. Wallace Journey* 
Jerome B. Smith* 
Edward J. Ward* 


Opthalmology 
Joseph Lynch, Co-Chief 
J. Wesley Tomlinson, Co-Chief 
Medical 
Arthur G. Baker, Co-Chief 
Harry H. Pote, Co-Chief 
Mark O. Camp, Assistant 
John J. Courtney, Assistant 
Charles R. Bepler 
John C. Esposito 
Arthur Goldman 
Pediatrics 
J. Albright Jones, Chief 
Frank Lipcius, Assistant 
X-Ray 
Thomas R. Fister, Chief 
M. J. Blocklyn, Associate 
Samuel Enion, Associate 
General Practice 
Walter H. Beadling, Chief 
Charles R. Barton, Jr. 
Nathan Crane 
Joseph H. Galia 
John W. Gordon, IT 
William Y. Rial 
Harlow B. Rowell 
John W. Seeder 
Larrys) @otarer 
John Gealigte 
John H. Wigton 
Harold A. Wilkenson 
*See Obstetrical 
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THOSE WHO SIGNED THE PETITION IN 1887 APPLYING FOR 


Christian C, Febiger 
H. F. Kenney 
Tis, eyes 

F, E. Harrison 
Robert Craven 
Edward White 
Theo. E. Kremer 

L. Waller 

W. Curtis Taylor 
R. S. Pomeroy 
John Buchanan 

J. Campbell Gilmore 
M. W. Austin 
Samuel Mcllvain 
Joseph C. Beever 
Caroline S. Bremer 
William S. Allen 
TAG Nelark 

William H. Given 


I, B. Woodruff 

F. P. Lewis 

Charles S. Darrach 
W. E. H. Blackwood 
W. I. James 

Annie E. Wessels 
Julius E. Smith 
Charles H. Wells 

H. Marion 


George C. Hetzel 
his 
Hugh X Whittle— 


mark 


Witness J. P. Lewis 
William P. Curtis 
Franklin Herr 
John P. Garber 
G. W. Marsh 
G. W. Stull 


M. B. Graves 
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A CHARTER AS A BOROUGH 


J. R. Shirley 
Frank D. Kane 
Arthur Boswell 
Fred C. Keely 
Anna Burk 
Rebecca T. Burk 


J. H. Mellinger—per 
order J. W. Black 


S. M. Felton 
Oben F. Barker 


Josiah Stone 

Si slaiile® 

John Forrest 

C. H. Savidge 

J. Tome 

Charles Hayes 

The Ridley Park Assn., 
By: H. F. Kenney, 


President 


= PO, NS O2k:S 


Mrs. A. K. Aagaard 

Elsie and Bud Ackroyd 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Adam 

Mr. & Mrs. Floyd A. Adams, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Adams 

V. Adams 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Aikman 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene J. Albert 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Alexy 

Mr. & Mrs..Norman V. Algard 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Allen 

Mr. & Mrs. Wesley J. Alloway 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Amalfitano & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Amarosa 

Mr. & Mrs. David Amrhein 

Mr. A. D. Anderson 

Mrs. Betty Anderson 

Mrs. Elizabeth Antonelli 

Mrs. R. Apfl 

Mr. & Mrs. Alex S. Ash 

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Askew 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Atchison 
Miss Helen Atherholt 

Henry C. Atkins 

Mr. & Mrs. William Altenbaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Avery 
Lt. William H. Avery, Il, U.S.M.C. 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Babicki & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard L. Bailey & Family 
Jean E. Bair 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Balfe & Family 
Mrs. Marian Ballentine 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Bartow 

Mr. & Mrs. George P. Bartow 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bates 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Bates 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Batter 

The Bauvers 

Mr. & Mrs. S. F. Bayne 

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Beal 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. A. Beard 

Mr. William Beatty 

Richard Beaumont 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Bechtold 
Catherine Moore Beck 

Miss Elizabeth Beer 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Beese 

Mr. & Mrs. R. P. Bell 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Bennett 
Miss Sandi Bennett 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank T. Benson 

Mr. & Mrs. John G. Benson 
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Mr. & Mrs. C. Bernardo 

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Bernaver 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Biester 

Mr. & Mrs. James O. Biggs 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren M. Bingaman 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. D. Birmele 
Mrs. R. Bitzer 

Mr. & Mrs. George Blaine 
James Blaine 

Mr. & Mrs. Claude E. Blanchard 
Mr. & Mrs. Monroe Blanchard 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Earl Blanton 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Blecha 
Mr. & Mrs. Claire Bock 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Thomas Boles 
Gertrude A. Boner 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Bonnes, Jr. & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bonnes 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Bonnet 

Mrs. C. Bonsall 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Howard Bonsall 

Mr. & Mrs. John Boot 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Boothroyd 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Borden & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Borkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. John Boscola 

Mr. & Mrs. Guido Bosico 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Bostur 

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Bowers 

Mr. & Mrs. John Boyd 

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Boyle 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Boyle 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony L. Bralezyk 
Robert Brandt 

Louis Brence 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Brennan 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Bressi & Family 
John H. Brighton 

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Brill 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Brinkman & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. S. N. Brittingham 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence M. Brock 

Mrs. James A. Broach 

Susan & Chuck Bromley 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard R. Brooks 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard R. Brooks, Jr. 
Mr. William E. Brooks 

Mrs. Grace S. Brous 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald J. Brown 

Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Brown 

Marjorie & Jim Brown 

Mr. Robert Brown 


SPONSORS — (Continued) 


Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bruce 

Mr. & Mrs. Quentin Bucari & Family 
J. C. Buchanan 

Albert Bucher 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Buchmann 
Budnick Family 

Joan & Ear] Buffington 

Mr. & Mrs. Al Bulik 

Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Bullion 

Mrs. Mabel Bullock 

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred D. Buono 
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Burdon 
Mrs. Charles Burke 

Mr. & Mrs. George E. Burke & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. James Burke 

The Burkley Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. Burns 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Burns 

Mrs. W. H. Burton 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bustin 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Butler 

A. Butz 

Mr. & Mrs. John Byrne 

Mr. |. H. Caffey 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Cain 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank V. Cal 

Mrs. Jessie Caldwell 

Dr. & Mrs. John Callahan 
Thomas C. Calvarese 

Mr. & Mrs. Willard R. Calvert 
Vernon A. Cameron 

Dr. & Mrs. Mark O. Camp 

Mr. & Mrs. Chester Campbell & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Campbell 
Franklin L. Campbell, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Campbell 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl P. Campion 
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Capra 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Capriotti 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Capro 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Cardon, Jr. & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Carey 

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Carey 

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Carlock 
Ethel Carpenter 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Donald Carpenter 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Carr 
Mr. & Mrs. William‘A. Carr 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cartafalsa 
Lillian Casalena 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Cesarine 
Estelle & Stanley Ceglarski — 
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Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Celley 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Chatten 

Mrs. B. M. Ciarmella 

The Clark Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Clark 
Mr. George Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Clark 

Mr. & Mrs. John Closs 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Cloud 

Mr. & Mrs. William H. Cloud 
Mr. & Mrs. James Clutterbuck 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Coleman 
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Colflesh 
Mr. & Mrs. William |. Congdon 
M. Connell 

M. Connors 

Mrs. Leroy S. Converse 

E. J. Cooper 

Mr. & Mrs. George Cooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Penn Cooper 

Dr. & Mrs. Sydney Coppick 
Mr. & Mrs. John F. Cornely 
Mrs. Ruth Cornog 

John & Dot Corsi 

Mrs. Mary Corsi 

Mr. & Mrs. Pasquale A. Cosenza 
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Costa 

Mr. & Mrs. John Cotter 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Coughlin & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. Cousin 

Mrs. William J. Cowan 

Don & Marie Cox & Family 
Miss Isabel Coxhead 

Robert P. Craig 

W. J. Craig 

Herbert Creagmile 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Crompton 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Cronk 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Crosby 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank T. Cross 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Cross 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Crouse 

Mr. & Mrs. M. Cunniffe 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Daley, III 
Dalgaard Family 

Lloyd W. Daly 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J?'Daly, Jr. 
The Dann Family | 
Mr. & Mrs. E. M. Davies — 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest R. Davis 
Mrs. Frank Davis 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Dawson & Son 


SPONSORS — (Continued) 


Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 
Mr. & Mrs. 


Oliver DeAngelis 
Vincent DeBerardinis 
Thomas Decenzi 
Louis P. DeFidelto 

V. J. Delfini 
Frederick Denney 
Willard W. Dennison 
Earle W. Deppich 
Mr. & Mrs. George Derbyshire 
Mr. & Mrs. John Devaney 

Miss Jane R. Devine 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Devine 
Mr. & Mrs. J. DeVito 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond C. Diament 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph J. DiAmicis 
A. DiAngelo 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Dickerson 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry E. Diener 

The Dieterichs 

Mrs. Charles P. Dietz 

Mr. & Mrs. William Diggins, Jr. & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph DiGregorio 
Ethel & Pat Dilulio 

E. DiPretoro 

Mr. & Mrs. Bennett L. Disbrow 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony DiStefano & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. John Donahue & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl A. Doubet 

Mr. & Mrs. James Dougherty, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Drass 

Mr. Phillip Driver 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald M. Dryden 
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Dudley 
Howard B. Duff 

Mr. & Mrs. John Dugan 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward R. Dunn 

Mr. & Mrs. William Dunn & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Durand 

Dr. & Mrs. M. N. Durand 

Betsy & Richard Dusak 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen J. Dusak 
DuVal Family 

M. J. Dyduck 

Mrs. Donald E. Eastlake 

Henry A. Eberle, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold P. Eby 

Mrs. Mary Eby 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Eckenrode 
Mr. James Eddie 

Mrs. A. Edwards 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Elko 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ellers 
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John Elliott 

Mr. John L. Ellis 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Ellis 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ellixson 

Mr. Roland P. Ely, Jr. 

Mr. David H. Ennis 

Mr. & Mrs. James H. Ennis 

Mr. & Mrs. P. H. Ennis 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Ennis 
Miss Suzanne Marie Erb 

Dr. & Mrs. Wm. H. Erb 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Eschner 
Esposito Family 

The Evans 

Mr. & Mrs. Arch A. Evans 

Mr. & Mrs. Delbert J. Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. Walker H. Evans 
Florence & Charles Ewalt 

Mrs. G. W. Eyre 

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Fadden 

Mrs. Edwin T. Fagan 

Mr. & Mrs. T. Fagerland 

Mrs. Ralph Fascenda 

Mrs. Josephine A. Fast 

Don & Gloria Fatzinger 

Mrs. R. DiFelice 

Mrs. Bassett Ferguson 

Miss Harriet Ferguson 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Ferguson 
Mr. & Mrs. T. Ferguson 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ferrara 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul L. Fetzer 

Mr. & Mrs. Pasquale Feudo 
Mr. & Mrs. William Fidorowicz 
Mr. Anthony Filippone 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Finley 
Mrs. Emma Fisher °° - hake 
Mr. & Mrs. Barrett C. Fisher, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Barrett C. Fisher, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Fisher 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Fisher, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. George W. Fiss, 3rd & Familiy 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Fitzgeraid, Jr. 
Johanna Fitzmaurice 

Mrs. Joan Fitzpatrick 

Carmela Fizzano 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Fizzano 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fizzano 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Foley 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. Foley 
Mr. A.- Foltz 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Foot 


SPONSOR S — (Continued) 


Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin C. Fox 
Edward Fox 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Fraim 

Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Francis 

Mr. Howard Francis 

Mr. & Mrs. William P. Frazier 
Mr. & Mrs. W. E. Frese 

Mrs. R. Fromal 

Lewis T. Fry 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest V. Gabriel 
Mrs. Ann Gallagher 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Leo Gallagher 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry E. Gallagher 
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Gallagher 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Gallo 
Edward Robert Galloway, III 
Grace Ramsey Galloway 

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Galloway 
Kenneth P. Galloway, Sr. 
Kennth P. Galloway, Jr. 
Richard T. Galloway 

Mr. George R. Gangloff 

Mr. & Mrs. William Garling & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Gass 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Geibler 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. George 
Mr. & Mrs. David Getty 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Gibley 
Ellen & Frank Giles 

Dr. & Mrs. W. Noble Gill 
Mary Giancristoforo 

Thomas W. Gittins 

Frank S. Given 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. H. Given, Jr. 
Mrs. D. Glavin 

Mrs. Bernice |. Glenn 

JoAnn, Bobby & Jimmy Glenn 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Glenn 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gloster 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Gobe 

H. M. Gobrecht 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Goldberg 

Mr. Paul Gonnelli 

Mr. & Mrs. E. Goralski 

Mr. & Mrs. F. M. Gorham 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grace 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Grady 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. M. Grafford 
Katherine Granger 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. F. Grant 

Mr. & Mrs. John Grantland & Family 
Mrs. Harold Gray 
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Mr. & Mrs. A. Grenier 

Mr. & Mrs. John Griffith 

Henry A. Groff 

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Groff 

Mr. & Mrs. V. M. Groo 

Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Grotz 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Guilday 
Mrs. L. Gunsaullus 

Rev. & Mrs. James Harold Guy & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. Guy 

Gustav H. Haak, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hagerty 

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Hahn 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Overton Hall, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Hamilton 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Handschuh 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry P. Haney 

Mr. & Mrs. Noel Hansch 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph L. Hansen 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Bruce Harden 

Mr. Wm. H. Hardesty, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Hargreaves & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Harper, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Harper 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene J. Harrington 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Harrity & Family 
Mrs. Pear! Hartzell 

Mrs. Bartram R. Harvey 

Mr. & Mrs. Bartram H. Harvey 
Mr. & Mrs. O. W. Hauenstein 
Mrs. William Hayes 

Mr. & Mrs. Medford Hazel 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Healey 

Mr. & Mrs. Merrill B. Hearn 

Mr. & Mrs. James V. Hearne, Jr. 
Mae & George Heffernan 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Hefflefiriger 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Heinemeyer 
Mr. & Mrs. G. R. Hellings 

Mr. & Mrs. John Henry 

Mrs. Robert Henry °*~ 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Herbst = ath 
Mr. John Herninko i 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph W. Hess 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry C. Hesselbacher 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Parke Heston 

Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Hetrick 

Richard D. Hickey 

Mr. & Mrs. Roy D. Hickey 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hildabrand 
Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Hill 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Henry Hill, Jr. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Russell Hill 

Mrs. Rose Hiller 

Lois Hines 

Horace G. Hinkle 

B. Frank & Ruth H. Hipkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry J. Hitchen 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hite 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Hobbs 

Mrs. Charles E. Hoffman 
Mrs. M. P. Hofford 

James Hollenbach 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Holscher 
Newton E. Hoopman 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hooven 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis A. Hopper 
Mr. & Mrs. George Houck 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles D. Houilihan 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Hoyle 
Mr. & Mrs. Hudak 

Mr. & Mrs. Norris Hughes 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Hughey 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Hunter 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Hunter 
Mr. & Mis. A. L. Hupf 
Rhonda Lee Hutchison 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Huweart 

Mr. & Mrs: Edmund P. Hyde 
Frank E. lacona 

Mrs. John Imre 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin T. Iredale 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Iredale 
Mr. & Mrs. C. E. Ireland, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew R. Irving 
Ethel Irwin 

Mildred Irwin 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Isaacs 
Samuel Italiano 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ives 

Mr. & Mrs. G. N. Janes 

Mr. & Mrs. C. G. Jenkins 
Mrs. Edwin L. Jenks 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Jenni 

Mrs. C. Johnson 

Mr. & Mrs. Casper W. Johnson & Sons 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry B. Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. S. E. Jolly 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Lytton Jones 
Rev. & Mrs Richard H. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. W. K. Jump 

Mr. & Mrs. William Jupin 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick T. Kain, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Kain & Family 
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George D. Kane 

Mr. & Mrs. Percy V. Kane 

Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Katein 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Katein 
Alfred Kauffman 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Harold Keeler 
Mr. & Mrs. Harman Keeler & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Anderson Kelley 

Mr. & Mrs. John Kelly 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kershaw 
Joan S. Kersnner 

Mary E. Kershner 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Keyes 

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Keyser 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Kiefer, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Kilkenny 

Joan & John Kilkenny 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kilmore 
William N. Kimber 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kimmerly 
Mr. & Mrs. H. E. Kind 

Dolores King 

Mrs. Leslie King 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael King 

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond J. King & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas King 

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde A. Kirchdoerfer 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kirkpatrick 
Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Kishbaugh & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Klein 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Kline 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Knoblauch 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Knopp 
Mr. & Mrs. George L. Knowles 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Knox 

Mr. & Mrs. Elton P. Koch 

Mrs. W. W. Koch, Jr. 

William J. Koch 

Anthony Korsak 

Mr. & Mrs. James Koster 

Walter Kostyk & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. John Kozak & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Kramer 

John E. Kramer 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Krawiec 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Krieg 
Benjamin Krupiak & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Kudelych & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Kunkle 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor S. Kyle 

Mr. & Mrs. Homer LaBelle 

Mr. & Mrs. C. Lachman 


SPONSORS — (Continued) 


Dr. & Mrs. D. E. Laird 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Laird 

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen M. Lancaster 
Mr. & Mrs. S. W. Lane 

Mr. & Mrs. F. Wallace Lappin 
Mr. & Mrs. F. Lauer & Jerry 
Joseph & Eileen Lawville 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Lazet 
Mr. & Mrs. Allen J. Lease 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Ledger 
Mrs. Martha Price Lee 

Adah J. Lehman 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Lenge 
Mr. S. J. Lennox 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Lenny 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lenz 

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Leonard 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Lesitsky 

Mr. & Mrs. F. LeTourneau 
Mr. & Mrs. James Lewis 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Leyendecker 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Lindtner 

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Linowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Linton 
Mrs. R. C. Loyd 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. Lloyd 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank H. Lobb, Jr. 
Mr. Frank Locke 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Logan 

Mr. & Mrs. William Long 
Erving B. Lord 

Mr. Walter J. Love 

Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Ludman 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Luptowski & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. R. J. Luttrell 

Mr. & Mrs. J. L. Lyons, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis McArdle 
Ellen & Mary McAvoy 

Mr. & Mrs. James E. McCafferty & Family 
Mr. Charles McCall 

Mrs. Eileen McCall 

Mr. & Mrs. John E. McCall 
Miss Mary McCall 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert McCall 
Mrs. James F. McCallen 

Mr. & Mrs. William G. McCann 
Charles McCarthy 

Evelyn L. McCarty 

Alex J. McCloskey, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. C. McConnell, Jr. 
Mrs. E. J. McConnell 

Mr. & Mrs. James McCormick 
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Thomas McCormick, III 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas McCormick 
G. A. McCourt 

Mr. & Mrs. William J. McCuen, Jr. 
Ann McDevitt 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward McElwee 
Hugh McFadden 

Mrs. J. McGinley 

Mr. & Mrs. James McGowan 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank McHenry 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. McHugh 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Mcintyre 
Mr. F. McKernan 

Milton McLaren 

Mrs. Dorothy McLaughlin 

The McLaughlin Family 

Sarah McLean 

Mr. & Mrs. John J. McNichol, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald McQuillan & Daughier 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Macauley 

Mr. & Mrs. Ear] MacBride 

D. H. MacDonald 

Andrew J. MacDonnell 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas MacFadyen 
Mr. & Mrs. John B. MacFarland, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl MacKenson 

Dr. & Mrs. John Z. Mackenson 
Robert P. Mackenzie 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Mackey 

Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Mackey, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Harry MacPhee & Family 
Mrs. E. L. Macsporran 

John Magzarik 

Mr. & Mrs. John Malloy 

William Z. Mallon 

Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Malmstrom 

Mr. & Mrs. James Maloney & Family 
Jane Woodle Mandel 

Gordon Mann 

Mr. & Mrs. W. Ellis Mann 

Mr. & Mrs. E. Mannes 

Mr. & Mrs. F. Manning 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Marcucci 

Mr. & Mrs. Ambrose Marchant 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Marchesani 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Marchesani 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Marin 

Mrs. D. Marinari 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter V. Marinucci 
John R. & Ruth S. Marks 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Marks 

Mrs. Charles W. Marteney 
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Mr. & Mrs. Fred L. Martelli 

Mrs. C. Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. John Martin 

Stanley S. Martin & Family 
Myrtle Marusyn 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Mason 
Mr. & Mrs. James Masser 

Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Masten & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. M. Matey 

Helen W. Maxwell 

Mrs. S. Mazepink 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Mazzola 

Joan Avery Mealey 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur W. Meell 
Mr. & Mrs. James Megraw & Family 
Melanchuk’s 

Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Mellon 

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Melnychuk 
Mr. & Mrs. A. K. Merbreier 

Mr. & Mrs. James Methven 

Mr. Herbert E. Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Irwin C. Meyer 

Mr. & Mrs. C. F. & F. M. Meyers 
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Michael 


Mr. & Mrs. John Mikalaiczyk & Family 


Mrs. H. Millard 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Miller 
Francis Miller 

Mrs. Glen Earle Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Laverne Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph W. Miller & Son 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Miller 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Minka & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Minka & Family 
Eleanor & Russ Mitchell & Family 
Mr. Bruce A. Moffatt 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Moffatt 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Moffatt 
William N. Moffatt 

Mr. & Mrs. H. Molin 

Harry Montgomery 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. Chester Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Layton Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Moore 

Mr. & Mrs. E. H. Moran 

Charles Moribondo 

William F. Muhlberger 

Mrs. A. J. Mullen & Family 
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Mr. & Mrs. George Munson & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. H. P. Murphy 

W. J. Murphy 

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence G. Murray 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond K. Murray 
Mr. & Mrs. William G. Murray 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Murtha 

The Rev. & Mrs. William Musselman 
Mrs. Y. W. Nakano 

Mrs. R. H. Napier 

Mr. & Mrs. John Naugle 

Miss Olga Navas 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Neely 

Olin E. Nelsen 

Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Newcomer & Sons 
Mrs. Ann Nicholls 

William D. Nickel 

John W. Nilon, Sr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Nilon 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent A. Ninni 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Nisman 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Noce 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nogle & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. William Northam 

Mr. & Mrs. John Novak & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. S. Nucho 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. A. Nurthen & Family 
Mrs. J. J. Nuttall 

Mr. & Mrs. C. S. Obenchain, Jr. 
Mrs. C. C. O’Brien 

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory O’Brien 

Mr. Joseph O’Brien 

Mrs. Mary O’Brien 

Mr. Nelson O’Brien 

O’Keefe Family 

Mr. Paul O'Keefe 

Mr. & Mrs. Alex J. Olander & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Olander & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. O'Reilly 

The Orr Family ~ 

Mr. & Mrs. John Osborne 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Ostien 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul H. Ostien, Sr. 

Paul H. Ostien, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. William Ostimchuk 

Mr. & Mrs. J. A. Otley 

Edward Otterburn & Family 

Mr. Charles Palmer 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Pancoast 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Parker 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard D. Parker 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Pasternack 
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Mr. & Mrs. George L. Pastor 

Mr. & Mrs. John Payne 

Robert E. Payne 

Frank Pearsen & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Peat 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph N. Pellegrino 
Mr. & Mrs. William Penny & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Perkins 
David D. Persinger 

Mr. & Mrs. J. R. Petroskie 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernst P. Pfatteicher, Jr. 
Robert T. Pilson 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Pilson, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Piucci 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert C. Pizzano 
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Pompetti 
Mrs. J. Popek 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Porembo 
Dr. & Mrs. Harry H. Pote 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. M. Powel 

Mr. George Powell 

Albert D. Powers 

Mr. & Mrs. William T. Powers 
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Price 

Mr. & Mrs. Dominic M. Pugliese 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Pulos 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Purcell 
Mrs. L. L. Pyle 

Mr. & Mrs. Graham M. Quinn, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Radabaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. W. C. Ralston 
William Ramos 

Mr. & Mrs. H. L. Rankin 

Mr. & Mrs. Jesse E. Ray 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. J. Read 

Edward Reavy 

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Rebilcs 

Mr. & Mrs. B. J. Reilly 

Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Reischer 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Reischer 

Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Renard 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Retzbach 
Mr. & Mrs. Morgan J. Reynolds 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reynolds 

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Rice 

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred H. Riddell 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Riddle & Family 
Mrs. G. Righter 

Rhoda L. & Ingham S. Roberts 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Robertson 

Mr. & Mrs. John Robertson & Family 
P. J. Rohana Family 


Mr. & Mrs. James E. Rooks 

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Rooney 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Clark Rose 

Mrs. C. F. Ross 

Mr. & Mrs. James B. Ross 
Alyce A. Rote 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Roth 

Mr. & Mrs.:Alfred A. Roth 

Mr. & Mrs. Carl E. Rothenberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Y. Rowat 

Mr. & Mrs. L. Rowe 

Mr. & Mrs. Albin S. Rozploch 
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Rue, Ill 
Mary Lou Rufner 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Russial 

Frank J. Russo 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Rutkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. Ryan 

Mr. Lloyd Ryan 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sachs & Sons 
Mr. & Mrs. William Saedlo 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward R. Sagan 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph R. Sage 

Mr. & Mrs. Gaston Salem 

Rev. & Mrs. Charles W. Samuels 
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Samuelson 
Kathleen Sandilands 

Mrs. George T. Sargisson 

Mr. & Mrs. B. Sastre 

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Savard 

Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Savinese 
William E. Sawyer 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Scallan 
Mr. & Mrs. W. Franklin Scarborough 
Raymond Scheafnocker 

Mr. Fred Scheck & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Schmidt 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Schollins 
Augustine C. Schreiber 

Mr. & Mrs. George R. Schreiber 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Schultz 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Schwichow 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry J. Seaman 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Douglas Seivwright 
Mr. & Mrs. William Sellers 
William Selby 

John & Seth Lillig 

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Sgro . 

Mrs. LeRoy Shackleton 

Mr. & Mrs. John Schaefer 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Shaffer 
Mr. & Mrs. C. P. Shaw 
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Mrs. John H. Shaw Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Stewart 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph G. Sheffer Mr. & Mrs. A. Stief 

Dr. & Mrs. Marvin G. Shipps Mr. & Mrs. James T. Stiles 
Mrs. E. Shumaker Helen D. Stinson 

Mr. & Mrs. S. R. Shurter Ted & Betty Stirling 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Siegfried Dr. & Mrs. H. Thomas Stockton 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Sigda Mr. & Mrs. Robert P. Stoddart 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack A. Signor & Family Mr. & Mrs. George P. Stolz 
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph A. Silknitter Elizabeth Stotsenburg 
Raymond Simmons & Family Mr. & Mrs. E. T. Stowe 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Simmons & Family Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stranix 
Martha E. Simons Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin L. Stratton 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Sirola Dr. & Mrs. Leon D. Stratton 
Marie A. Sisson Mr. & Mrs. S. A. Stright 
Virginia H. Sisson Strootman Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred F. Skipper Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Strootman 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Slagle Mr. & Mrs. Wm. S. Stull 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Slaughter Mrs. Charles Sturm 

Mr. & Mrs. James Slivenski & Son Mr. James F. Sullivan 

Julius E. Sloan ; Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Smith Mr. & Mrs. James Sutton 

Mr. & Mrs. George Smith Mr. & Mrs. James Sweeney 
Mr. & Mrs. George B. Smith Mr. & Mrs. John E. Sweeney 
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Smith Mr. & Mrs. A. Swider 

Mr. & Mrs. O. C. Smith Mr. & Mrs. W. Sworob 

Mr. & Mrs. P. Smith Mr. & Mrs. Henry Tani 

Ronald W. Smith Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Tasket & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon A. Smith’ Mr. & Mrs. Quentin Taylor 
Mrs. Walter O. Smith Mrs. Rhea Henry Taylor 
William Smith John K. Teel 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. H. Smith Mr. & Mrs. Henry Thomas 

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Smithers Mr. & Mrs. Victor Thomas 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Snyder Warren & Dolores Thomas 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Snyder Mr. & Mrs. Edward Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Solowski Ed & Sue Thomoson & Children 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Sorensen Mr. & Mrs. J. C. Thompson 
Mr. & Mrs. John Spalding Frederick G. Thorman 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. F. Spalding Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Thornton 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony K. Spanier Mr. & Mrs. William Thornton 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Specht & Family Mr. & Mrs. A. Tieri 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Spitz Mr. & Mrs. Walter Timby 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Stankavage Dr. & Mrs. Tini 

Mr. & Mrs. Dana R. Staples Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Tinney 

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Stauffer James T. Tkachuk 

Mr. & Mrs. Stefchak In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Harry L. Todd 
Mrs. W. J. Stephani Miss Ruth Todd 

Mrs. Aristea Stephano Mr. John C. Tomlinson 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Stephano Mr. & Mrs. M. B. Torelli 

Mrs. Isabelle Stephenson Stewart J. Torrens 

Mr. & Mrs. H. P. Stewart Miss Virginia Torrens 

Mrs. James E. Stewart Mr. & Mrs. Wm. R. Touzell 

J. Sinclair Stewart Robert Trader 
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Alvin Trefz 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph O. Trefz 

Mr. & Mrs. Otto Trefz 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Trefz 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard V. Trefz 

Mr. & Mrs. Curtis G. Tripner 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Trzeciak & Family 
John H. Turnbull 

Mrs. Charles A. Turner 

Mr. & Mrs. Philip S. Turner 


Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 


. 1. Turner 
. James A. Tuson, Jr. 
. Walter Udovich 


John Usalis 


Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
The Wade 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 
Mr. & Mrs 


. P. H. Utkus 

. Peter vanderMeer 

. Michael Vanella 

. Francis B. VanWyk 

. Louis Verna & Family 

. Vincent Voll 

. Joseph Volmer 
Family 

. William Wade 

_ Charles B. Wagner, Jr. 

. Walter S. Waite, Jr. 


Mr. & Mrs. Robert R. Walden 
Mrs. LeRoy Walker 


Rev. Dr. Francis J. Walsh, M.A., Litt.D. 


Mr. & Mrs. Walter Waltz 

Mr. & Mrs. Grant Ward 

Mr. & Mrs. Harry B. Ward 
Mrs. E. Smedley Ward 

Mr. & Mrs. D. R. Watson 

Mr. & Mrs. Lester S. Weber, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Weber 

Mr. & Mrs. Irvin Weed 

Mr. & Mrs. Merrill L. Weibley 
Mr. & Mrs. Wm. H. Weiserth 
Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Weist, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Wellman 
Mr. Joseph Welsh 

Mr. & Mrs. Ross Welsh 

Mr. & Mrs. William Welsh 
Alice M. Westerman 

John M. Whaley 

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon D. Wheat 
Mayor & Mrs. Clarence O. Wheeler 
Mr. & Mrs. W. W. Wheeler 
Mrs. Mary White 

Mr. & Mrs. Ray E. White 

Mr. & Mrs. George Whiteley 


69 


Mr. & Mrs. John Whitig & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. H. F. Whittaker 
Mr. & Mrs. David Wiley, Jr. 
Mrs. Lee H. Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. H. R. Williams 
Mrs. Henry Willie 

Mr. & Mrs. A. Prescott Willis 
Mr. & Mrs. W. O. Willis 

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth E. Wilson 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wilson 

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Wilson & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Wilt 

Mr. & Mrs. Horace F. Wincell 
Charles A. Wingood 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Winslow, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Wissing 
Mr. & Mrs. John S. Witt 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wolk 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Wolfensberger 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Wood 

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph |. Wood 
Francis L. Woodall 

Allan S. Woodle 

Mrs. A. S. Woodle, Jr. 

Betty Woodle 

Mr. & Mrs. John Woodring 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Wooten 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Wooters 
Mrs. Kathryn M. Wooters 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Worrell 
Robert Worrell 

Mr. H. Brooke Worrilow 

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Woyda 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Wrambel 
Mr. & Mrs. A. Wylam 

Mr. & Mrs. A. R. Yaglinski 
Miss Julia Yaworsky 

Mrs. Nelson H. Yerkes 
William Yezerski 

Evelyn S. Young 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Young 

Mr. & Mrs. William Young 
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Zahn 
Charles B. Zarnover 

Harry Ziegenfuss 

Margaret Ziegenfuss 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Ziegler 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Zimmerman 
Mr. & Mrs. John Zimm2rman 
Anonymous 


1887 


. 1962 


The Diamond Jubilee 


“Respect for the Past, eyes toward the Future’ 


Compliments of 


sieieere Nel ele EY) eDoAe ele 
Bera Nese MEE NTS ASS Ones O N 


EDWARD RAMBO 
President 


OAKLEY VanAd En 
Vice-President 


LOW AUCE Tee Filed >is 
Secretary 


EE TONS G ie 


Treasurer 


MEMBERS 


Ahearn's Meat Market 
Anna Mae's House of Beauty 
Burgundy Room 

Costa's Pharmacy 

County Cleaners 

‘Earle’s Luncheonette 


Elmwood Federal 
Savings and Loan Association 


Falone Shoe Service 

Fidelity Philadelphia Trust Co. 
Gino's Dry Cleaners 

Thomas Hoyle, Insurance 

Joe and Stan's Barker Shop 
Johnson's Candy and Ice Cream 
Koch’s Barber Shop 

Krogh’s 5 and 10 

Langguth Cut Rate 


L & H Ridley Park Hardware 
Lobb’'s Town and Country 
Norway Cleaners 

Rambo’s Children's Shoe Shop 
Rose's Pharmacy 

omith’'s Gift Shop 

Suburban Food Center 

Van Alen Bros., Inc. 

Loyal E. Whiteside, Photographer 
C. Alphin, Station Master 

Dr. William Erb 

Dr. H. Alan Hume 

Dr. Deleth Laird 

Dr. John Mackenson 

Dr. Harry Pote 

Dr. Marvin Shipps 

Dr. John Urie 





Announcing Beautiful 


Stonewood 


Luxurious garden apartments 


Applications now being accepted 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments from $98.00 per month 


for immediate occupancy 


Including heating and hot water, air conditioning, 
luminous ceiling in kitchen and bath, refrigerator, 
dish washer, and garbage disposal. 

5 5 


Directions: On Chester Pike to Ridley Park. Make a right 
on Morton Avenue (Taylor Hospital), continue one block 


on Morton Avenue and turn right on Walnut Street. One 
block to apartment entrance. 


Furnished sample will b2 open on Ociober 5 


Hours — Noon to Dark 


SPANO REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
CLearbrook Rental Agents LEhigh 
J-2410° 4-1500 





WSorman 
TRorkwell 





Times have changed... 


Times have changed . . . it is true . . . but today, 
as it did 75 years ago, Fidelity is providing the 
people of greater Philadelphia with complete and 
up-to-date banking and trust services. 


Fidelity counts itself fortunate to be located in the 
Borough of Ridley Park and to be associated in 
business with citizens of such fine community spirit. 


bank. ’w save at 


Fi DELI Ww 


PHILADELPHIA TRUST COMPANY 


Swarthmore and Hinckley Avenues 





Accounts insured up io $10,000 
for each depositor through Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 








Compliments of 


DAMON and FOSTER 


BOROUGH ENGINEERS 


BRIAN 
COURT 
APARTMENTS 


17 W. CHESTER PIKE 
RIDLEY PARK, PA. 


Now Leasing For Karly Occupancy 


1 and 2 Bedroom Apts. “Hotpoint” 
complete Air Conditioning’ and 
with Dining Area Applances 


D. GOLDSTEIN 
Builder TE 9-3469 


RE 
PARK 


75 Years of Progress and Growth 


Ridley Park has come a long way since it was part of the 
British Crown’s original land grant to William Penn. 
Out of a green wilderness has been carved a thriving 
community, proud of its fine homes and schools, its 
dynamic business center and industries. 


Electricity was first brought to the borough in 1898. 


On the memorable 75th anniversary of this important 
community, as from the beginning, we pledge to provide 
all the power Ridley Park needs to continue to grow and 
prosper . . . and at reasonable rates. 


PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY 


An investor-owned company with more than 100,000 stockholders 





YO Vears yvouns ! 


Through the medium of this ad 
we would like to pay tribute to 
those who have taken the responsi- 
bility for this, the 75th Birthday of 
Ridley Park. 

Tribute should go, too, to the bor- 
ough Fathers of the past. It is this 
past heritage that gives Ridley Park 
its pride and progressiveness to be 
carried forward. 


It has been our privilege to grow 
and serve one of the fine boroughs 
of this county. We salute you! 


FIZZANO BROTHERS 


® CONCRETE PRODUCTS 
° BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES 


OVER 5 ACRES 
OF MANUFACTURED CONCRETE AND CINDER BLOCKS 


HOME OF 


TWILITE STONE 
FOR COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BEAUTY 


MAIN PLANT AND OFFICES 
CHESTER PIKE AND ANGELO AVENUE 
CRUM LYNNE 


SUBSIDIARY PLANT — WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 


ON OUR 54th ANNIVERSARY 
WE HAIL RIDLEY PARK 
ON ITS 7oth ANNIVERSARY 


JOOeRG Eble lel ars 


MEN'S WEAR —— BOYS’ WEAR 


S09) CHES TER seis i PROSPECT PARK 


COMPLIMENTS 


OF 


PETER DINICOLA & COMPANY 
PAVING 


I i — 


Kinder and Furman, Inc. extend erectings to the Borough of Ridley 
Park in observance of their 75th Anniversary and our office extends the 
following facilities to the residents of the Borough: 
Buying, selling, renting or trading, 
Appraisals for individuals, estates or condemnations, 
Insurance, including fire, automobile, 


liability and security bonds. 


KINDER AND, FURMAN, INC. 
726 Chester Pike 
Prospect Park, Penna. 


LEhigh 2-1334 


HOWARD C. KINDER — President 
DONALD S. TINLEY — Vice-President 
JOHN J. ELLIGETTE — Treasurer 


BUILDING RENOVATING REPAIRING 


CARL ENSON 


BUILDER 
AND GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


Boa VY St DLEY* AVENUE RID RESP A Rie ie. 


Phone: LEhigh 2-3353 





COMPLIMENTS 
OF 


A FRIEND 


SERVING RIDLEY PARK 
FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY 


TOMMY TURNER 
TEXACO SERVICE 


Ridley Park 





The Management and Employees take this oppor- 
tunity to thank all of our friends in Ridley Park 
for being so kind to us since we started our Busi- 


ness, Thirty Years Ago — 1932-1962. 


CHARLES A. HOLM 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
Prospect:Park=Ras 


Compliments of 


INDUSTRIAL & FARM EQUIPMENT 
CORPORATION 


CHESTER, PENNA. 





LE 2-7626 


DONATO BROTHERS 


TRASH REMOVAL 
RESIDENT COMMERCIAL INDUSTRY 


CONTAINER SERVICE MILMONT PARK, PA. 


Providing Expert Service to Ridley Park Borough for the Past 3 Years 





GOOD NEWS for Milk Drinkers... 


who are also Weight Watchers 


Wawa’'s Guern-Z-Gold Non-Fat fortified milk is very low in calories but 
high in vitamins and minerals. So you can enjoy your milk without worry- 


ing about adding weight. 


General Offices 
a Wawa, Delaware Co., Pa. 
: WAW A Phone: LOwell 6-6500 


DAIRY FARMS _ 






Philadelphia Office 
1327 N. Marston Street 
Phone: POplar 5-3710 





> 


Congratulations on your 


75TH ANNIVERSARY 


1st for flavor and freshness 


EIT g.BREAD 


MY istin quality since 1915 








YOUNG SUPPLY COMPANY 


8301 LANSDOWNE AVENUE 


UPPER DARBY, PA. 
FUEL OIL -:- BURNER SERVICE 
LUMBER -i- BUILDING MATERIALS 


SUnset 9-4200 JAckson 8-6900 


ERNEST T. WHITE 


EQUIPMENT RENTAL 


3rd & Price St. 
TRAINER, PA. HU 5-03 71 


Westinghouse 


a good neighbor in your community 


STEAM DIVISIONS tel sive Ee OY eyed see 


Io 24-9612 Fully Insured LU 6-6864 


SKIPPER’S TREE SERVICE 
NURSERY STOCK 


401 FREE STREET HITZ yee a Kee 


AL SKIPPER 


FREEZWAY FOODS 


with YEARS in the 
over 50 MEAT BUSINESS 


Congratulates RIDLEY PARK on its 
/oth ANNIVERSARY 


TE 9-6760 


SOMERS CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 


UNION AVENUE AND CYNWYD ROAD 


BALA-CYNWYD, PA. 


GRIFFITH FUNERAL CHAPEL 
NORWOOD, PENNA. 


FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED — AMPLE PARKING 


Phone: LEhigh 2-4944 





TRemont 4-8444 — Radio Fleet 


KETRICK & SON 
ENGINEERED HEATING 


24-HOUR SERVICE — FUEL OIL 


1177 E. Ninth Street Chester, Pa. 





AIR-WAY HI-WAY 


Traffic Control & Maintenance 
division of 


C. W. CORBETT & SON 
BOOTHWYN, PA. 


HU 5-0304 HU 53-2326 





PEN DEL REAL ESTATE 


437 MacDade Blvd., Folsom, Pa. LE 2?-6600 
COMPLETE NOTARY SERVICE 


GILBERT A. ROMIG, Manager 


CONGRATULATIONS TO RIDLEY PARK BOROUGH 
A WONDERFUL PLACE TO LIVE 


from REMINGTON & COCHRAN, REALTORS 
SERVICE & INTEGRITY 


200 Kedron Avenue, Folsom, Pa. LE .2-9200 





Aa Le Cvetene Cy Leak Co Eee) LE 2-6910 
24-Hour Emergency 


REGISTERED 
PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICE 


Custom Kitchens and Baths 


| Water Heaters - Repairs - Remodeling 
305 -H*Rodpers. Street kidlevePanes ta. 
731 Milmont Ave., Swarthmore, Pa. 808 MacDade Blvd., Folsom, Pa. 


PAUL N. SHANK 


PLUMBING AND HEATING CONTRACTING 
JOBBING AND REPAIRS 


KI 3-5524 
ELECTRIC SEWER CLEANING HOT WATER HEATERS 
Sales - Service Toro Moto-Mower Springfield Tractors 
Welding Sharpening Winter Storage 


FIVE POINTS MOWER SERVICE 
Garden Equipment and Supplies 
HUbbard 5-5135 


Pick-up & Delivery Service 14 N. CONCORD ROAD 
Radio Dispatched GHESTER SPA 


RIQaB EGR Sk Con lalate Om le 
ELECTRICIAN 
MINOR ELECTRIC REPAIRS -— COMPLETE 100-A WIRING 
SEPARATE APARTMENT METERS — APPLIANCE WIRING 
LE 2-2639 
757 Braxton Road Ridley Park, Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS 
OF 
C UAC RG is) Sa eer 


WOO DLYN SUNOCO 


COMPLETE REPAIRS TUNE-UPS WHEEL BALANCING 
COMPLETE TIRE SERVICE FRONT END ALIGNMENT 
OFFICIAL STATE INSPECTION 


TR 4-9904 
MacDADE BOULEVARD & FAIRVIEW ROAD WOODLYN, PA. 


GONGRATULATIONS 


on your 


7oth ANNIVERSARY 


KOONTZ EQUIPMENT CORP. 
Rodger U. Weidlich 





to the Borough of Ridley Park on its 75th Anniversary 


RED ARROW LINES, INC. 





You Can’t Beat Automatic Oil Heating 


by 
HANCOCK HEATING COMPANY 
1001 MacDade Boulevard Folsom, Pa. 
LE 2-5400 .— TR 6-2262 


SCATTOLINI MOTORS, INC. 
INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOR TRUCKS 
Dru peo RAS Air Ps 
TREMONT 4-6276 
1400 W. Ninth Street Chester 


For years people have associated 
Abbotts 


with unquestioned quality 
4] 


és 
Abb ott = 


DAIRY FOODS 





CONGRATULATIONS 
RIDLEY PARK 
on your 75th Anniversary 


INTERBORO NEWS 
Prospect Park, Pa. 
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